
SECTION THREE 
THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD 
 
 
1. TEXTS   
 

a. Hebrews 3:1 – 19   
 

b. Complementary relevant texts 
(1) 1Timothy 2:5-6—“… there is one God, and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus …” 
(2) 1Timothy 3:14-16—“… that you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household …” 

 
 
2. TRANSITION FROM PREVIOUS SECTION TO THIS SECTION 
 
 a. 2:17-18—“… a merciful and faithful high priest, in service to God … able to help those who are being tempted.” 
 

b. Important points about Jesus, Messiah, the Son, which enable the transition  
(1) He is faithful; that is, He is reliable, we, who need His help, can depend upon Him. 
(2) He is a high priest; He makes atonement for sins, and He takes the petitions of His people to God. 
(3) He suffered, and so He is able to help those who, because of their suffering, are being tempted. 

 
 
3. JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO MOSES (3:1-6) 
 
 a. Therefore (in consideration of the facts presented about Him), think about Jesus 
  (1) He is our apostle, our ambassador (plenipotentiary) in the divine court. 
  (2) He is our high priest—He represents us as human beings before the God with whom we are in covenant. 
  (3) He was and is faithful—reliable, trustworthy, meeting the expectations of the one to whom He is responsible 
   (a) He was faithful to God who appointed Him, just as Moses was faithful to God who appointed him. 
   (b) Unlike Moses, who was faithful as a servant in the household of God, in that position bearing witness to 

matters which were as yet in the future, unfulfilled … 
   (c) … Jesus was, and remains, faithful as the Son, the rightful heir, over God’s household. 
   (d) Jesus’s position is the fulfillment of the situation which Moses only foreshadowed in his role as servant in 

God’s household. 
  (4) His faithfulness in that superior role is the reason He has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses. 
   

b. We are that household of God 
(1) That household is not something we joined irrevocably at some point in the past. 

  (2) Our identity as that household is a present (“today”) relationship dependent upon our holding onto 
   (a) Our confidence (cf. Hebrews 4:16). 
   (b) The glorying/boasting in our hope. 
  (3) As God’s household, we are the brothers and sisters of Jesus, who is the rightful heir in that household. 
  (4) We are members of that household because we have answered a calling that is from heaven and toward 
   heaven. 



 
 
4. GOD’S HOUSEHOLD, UNDER THE NEW COVENANT, NOW HAS A BETTER PROSPECT (3:7-19) 
 
 a. Second warning against apostasy 
  (1) Psalm 95:7-22 
   (a) V7—“… for he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care …” 
   (b) v10—“For 40 years I was angry with that generation … they are a people whose hearts go astray, and they 

have not known my ways.” 
   (c) v11—“So I declared on oath in my anger, “They shall never enter my rest.” 
  (2) The “rest” in this case was residence in the promised land of Canaan. 
  (3) The urging:  make sure that none of you has that same kind of heart, that turns away from the living God. 
  (4) As members of the same household, encourage one another, while it is “today.” 
  (5) We have come to share in Christ if we hold our conviction from beginning to end, the completion, the goal. 
 
 b. Concerning the former members of the household of God 
  (1) To whom was the Holy Spirit speaking?  It was the “household” which Moses had led out of Egypt. 
  (2) With whom was God angry?  It was the members of that same household who fell because of unbelief, who 

died in the desert. 
  (3) To whom did God swear that they should not enter His rest?  To those who disobeyed because of unbelief. 
  (4) It was their unbelief—not an original state of unbelief, but an unbelief to which they turned during their 

journey from slavery toward freedom—that prevented them from entering the rest God had promised them. 
  (5) They were condemned because they stopped short of the goal (teleos), the objective of their deliverance. 
 
 c. Same or different household? 
  (1) The household Moses served, like the household Jesus heads, was a covenant household. 
  (2) That household had been promised and was looking for a “rest” upon earth, in the land where Abraham had 

dwelt. 
  (3) The condition for membership in the household—faithfulness, perseverance—is the same, even though the 

covenant is different. 
  (4) There is a continuity between the households, but the latter covenant has in view a prospect, an objective, 

which the former one did not. 
  (5) The prospects for the latter covenant are better because: 
   (a) The destination is better (temporary rest of Canaan vs. the eternal rest of God). 
   (b) The mediator is better (Moses vs. Jesus). 
  (6) Though the prospects of the latter covenant are better, the requirement for the household is the same:  the 

members of the household must finish the journey to the goal(teleos), not turn back. 
 
 


