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Does the Bible Say that Salvation is by Faith/Grace Alone?
First, two carry-over question’s from last week’s lesson on the Nature of Baptism:
1.) Some churches practice infant baptism, others teach that baptism is only for adults.  What passages from the Bible would you look to in answering the question of whether the baptism of an infant/child is appropriate or sufficient?  

2.) If you are teaching another follower of Christ who acknowledges that he/she was baptized (perhaps as an infant) or was baptized for some reason other than for remission of his/her sins.  Would you urge that person to be baptized again?  Why or why not?  What if this follower of Christ maintains that he/she did choose to be baptized for remission/forgiveness of sins, but the church in which he/she was baptized does not teach that baptism is for remission of sins.  Would you urge that person to be baptized again? Why or why not?  What passages of the Bible would you cite in teaching this person?

3.) Christians often ask whether salvation is by “faith/grace alone.”  Those who answer affirmatively without reservation, would assert that salvation is granted unconditionally only to those whom God in his sovereignty has chosen to save, and that this salvation is wholly independent of the choices/actions of person being saved.  Is this what the Bible teaches about salvation?  If salvation is not by “faith/grace alone,” are there passages in the Bible that might lead Christians to believe this?  If so, how do you understand/interpret those passages?   

4.) Does the Bible teach that our salvation is fully conditional and dependent upon our own actions and decisions—and that only those who fully repent and are willing and able to obey all of God’s commands will be found worthy of His grace?  What passages in the Bible would cause you to believe/disbelieve this?

5.) A corollary to this discussion concerns whether one can “fall from grace.”  In other words, can one who was at one time in a saved condition make decisions or take actions that could change his/her eternal destiny?  What does the Bible teach on this subject? 
