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What Does the Bible Say About the Nature of Baptism?

First, two carry-over question’s from last week’s lesson on the “Essentiality” of Baptism:

1.) What does the account of the “thief on the cross” teach us about the essentiality of baptism? Luke 23:36-43.  Could the thief on the cross have prayed the sinner’s prayer?  Why/why not?  Note that, the terms under which God executes His judgment, and extends His grace, and mercy to the world changed completely after Jesus died for the sins of mankind and was resurrected. See Romans 2:12-15; Acts 17:29-31.  Note the account of the Ephesian “disciples” in Acts 19:1-4, how does this account demonstrate this change?

2.) Why would followers of Christ who are trying to remain true to the Inspired Word in other areas, overlook/misunderstand/misinterpret the essentiality of baptism?

3.) Some Christian teachers suggest that Bible’s passages indicating then necessity of baptism refer to God baptizing believers with the Holy Spirit.  They claim that since God himself baptizes all believers, it is unimportant whether the person himself submitted to water baptism.  How would you answer this argument?

4.) Different churches use different methods of baptism.  Some submerge a person completely under water, others partially immerse a person and pour water over them, others merely pour water over the person, while still others merely sprinkle small amounts of water over one’s head.  Explore the etymology of the English word “baptism” and/or “baptize.”  How does this help you understand the nature of baptism as it should be practiced within the church.   What passages from the Bible (including those we studied last week) inform your understanding about whether baptism must be a complete immersion under water? 

5.) Some churches practice infant baptism, others teach that baptism is only for adults.  What passages from the Bible would you look to in answering the question of whether the baptism of an infant/child is appropriate or sufficient?  

6.) If you are teaching another follower of Christ who acknowledges that he/she was baptized (perhaps as an infant) or was baptized for some reason other than for remission of his/her sins.  Would you urge that person to be baptized again?  Why or why not?  What if this follower of Christ maintains that he/she did choose to be baptized for remission/forgiveness of sins, but the church in which he/she was baptized does not teach that baptism is for remission of sins.  Would you urge that person to be baptized again? Why or why not?  What passages of the Bible would you cite in teaching this person?
