Taking it with you  --- December 15 Lesson:   “Learning to Give”

Introduction:  (Reading of 2 Peter 1:2-4).   God’s intention is for those who are His people to become
                       “partakers of the divine nature” (1:4).   It seems to me that the apostle is suggesting 

                        God’s desire that His people might undergo all change and transition that would enable

                        them to become like Him in character and work.

                        Adam Clarke has commented:

                        “The object of all God's promises and dispensations was to bring fallen man back to the 
                         image of God, which he had lost. This, indeed, is the sum and substance of the religion 
                         of  Christ. We have partaken of an earthly, sensual, and devilish nature;   the design of 
                         God by Christ is to remove this, and to make us partakers of the Divine nature; and save 
                         us from all the corruption in principle and fact which is in the world…”

                         Matthew Henry says of this thought:

                         Those who receive the promises of the gospel partake of the divine nature. They are  

                         renewed in the spirit of their mind, after the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness,
                         and holiness; their hearts are set for God and his service; they have a divine temper and  

                         disposition of soul….”

                         Many powerful passages address the need for change or transformation in the lives of

                         those who have obeyed the gospel (cf. Romans 12:1-2), and several speak of how that in

                         these changes we will becoming more like our Father and Savior (cf. 1 Peter 1:13-16;
                         2 Cor. 3:16,17).

I.          One area in which we need to learn to be more like God is in learning to “give.”  In the  passage in 2 Peter 1:2—4 the apostle has reminded his readers that God has given to us all “things that pertain to life and godliness” (1:2) as well as “exceedingly great and precious promises” (1:4).    Someone has commented that God’s dealings with mankind might well be summarized in the short expression….. “God gave!”

A. God has given us “life and breath and all things”  (Acts 17:25).    The Bible story begins by telling us of His creation of man in His image, giving him dominion over all the earth and His provision to man of all things (Genesis 1:26-31;  2:7,8).  There is an abundance of good things that God provides day by day that can make our lives pleasant and rich if we have the right kinds of heart to recognize their worth. 

B. As wonderful as God’s physical provisions have been, He has blessed His people so much more in His spiritual provisions. In the O.T. God begins to tell of His plans to bless mankind with the greatest of gifts.  God  GAVE to  fallen man  a hope of victory over that opponent and deceiver who had  led him astray (Gen. 3:15).

1. He gave Abraham the promise of a seed through whom all nations of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:1f).
2. He gave His special nation, Israel a land for their inheritance, fruitful seasons and victories over their enemies, all in keeping with His eternal purposes.

3. He gave His people judges to deliver and rule them and inspired spokesmen to make known His will.

4. He promised to send (give) His Servant who would take upon Himself the sins of men  (Isa. 53:1f).

C. In the N.T. we read the details of how God has fulfilled His plans to bestow upon man the greatest of blessings.

1. God GAVE His Son that those who believe in Him would not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
2. He would be given as a “ransom” for all (1 Tim. 2:6).

3. He GAVE Himself to deliver us from this present evil age (Gal. 1:3-5).

4. The Spirit gave the apostles “utterance” to speak the truth (Acts 2:1f).

5. He gave the terms of pardon (Acts 2:37-38, etc.)

6. He gave men who believe the right to become sons of God (John 1:12).

D. If men are going to take upon themselves the “divine nature” they must likewise learn to give, both back to God and to others, lavishly and cheerfully.

1.  We have so much we are able to give to others in our time, resources, talent, words of comfort and encouragement, a godly inspiring example, etc.
2. Our giving should follow the example set forth by Paul of the Macedonians (2 Cor. 8:1-5) who first “gave” themselves to the Lord.
Conclusion:   How truly good our loving God has been to all of mankind but especially to those who 
                       would come to believe in His Son. He has provided His people with all “spiritual 

                       blessings” (Eph. 1:3). He is the GIVER of every “good and perfect gift” (Jas. 1:17). 

                       His people will progress toward becoming “partakers of the divine nature” as they also

                       learn to give.

