“Taking it with you”   (Sunday A.M., November 3, 2013)
Proper Use of Authority

Introduction:   
  All individuals have probably seen situations where it seems that someone who has been given a degree of “delegated” authority, yet has overstepped  the true bounds of the authority granted to them.  

  It is critical that the basic principles of authority are understood by all who are allowed a realm in which God permits them the responsibility of leadership in regard to others (whether as parents, masters, etc.)

  Jesus was asked about His authority when He was teaching in the temple (See Matthew 21:12-17 and 21:23).  In His response he pointed out that these very men had not accepted the authority given to John the Baptist and resembled the second son in His parable (cf. 21:24-32).  These men saw themselves as possessing authority in the temple area but yet were denying the obvious authority given to God’s Son. They were overstepping the actual bounds of authority they had been entrusted with.

  (Jesus, of course, has been given all authority and this was especially to be recognized within the church. Cf. Matthew 28:18-20;   Isaiah 9:7;  Ephesians 1:20-23).  To some, like the centurion (Matthew 8:5f) His authority over all things was obvious.  Those in Matthew 21 were given the same opportunities as Nicodemas (cf. John 3:1f) and others who observed the works of Jesus and heard His teaching, yet they refused to recognize His absolute rule. He warned the twelve not to seek the kind of self-importance that was typical of men possessing authority in the world (cf. Matthew 20:20f).  They were not to think of themselves as masters over others but as servants.
  The apostles of Jesus were given a special delegated authority and Paul makes several important points about His authority in 2 Corinthians 13.1-10.
I.  The background to Paul’s points about authority.  
 The apostle did not want to have to come to the Corinthians in sorrow, rebuking them and administering discipline because of their sins and failure to repent (cf.  2 Corinthians 12:20-21;  13:1-3;  2 Corinthians 1:23 and 2:1).

A. All authority is from God   (2 Corinthians 13:10).   
      Men have no freedom to legislate or establish rules in matters of right and wrong or what 
      is necessary to please God or treat others acceptably.   God has given to men (through the 

      revelation of His word) all matters that pertain to life and godliness.
B. Authority was exercised sparingly in the example of Paul with the Corinthians.

Paul possessed a Christ-like meekness. The apostles preached Christ and not themselves (2 Cor. 4:5).   Paul did not care about being seen as one who could order them but rather appealed to their hearts to do what was right. It did not matter to him if he was considered “weak” by some and others appeared the “stronger” in the opinions of men. (Paul’s of reasoning in 2 Cor. 13).

C. Sharpness remained an option for Paul. Paul’s appeal was that the Corinthians would correct their errors (cf. 2 Cor. 12:20—13:10), but he was straightforward in telling them that if they did not repent that he would do what was necessary in dealing with their rebellious spirit (cf. 2 Cor. 13:1-3; 10:1-2).  No one enjoys rebuking another or seeking to correct sins that others have committed (cf. Matthew 18:15f), but there is a necessary purpose in confronting those in sin.
D. Authority was to be used for “edification” and not for “destruction” (2 Cor. 13:10). The use of  authority is never about personal agendas, prejudices or to prove who is the boss.  It is about helping and serving others and the cause of Christ.

Conclusion:   Most of us will face some time when we are granted a position of  authority. We can either use that authority in way that glorifies God and serves His purposes or we can abuse that authority.
