Taking it With You  --- November 17 Lessons
Learning to Walk All Over Again

Introduction:  Many activities are only properly learned when the correct technique is

                       repeated so often that it becomes second nature  (or natural) to us.  This 

                       is easily observed in certain athletics,  playing an instrument,  and, an 

                       endless number of other things involving our muscles.
                       “Walking” is a term frequently used in scripture in reference to the way in
                       which an individual behaves or conducts himself. 
                       A major objective in  Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was to urge the

                       brethren to no longer “walk” as the Gentiles walked, but to put on the

                       new man  “created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness”
                       (Ephesians 4:24,  NIV).
I. The past condition of “all men” is described in Ephesians 2:1f.

A. We all were dead in our trespasses and sins…

B. We all walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air…i.e. Satan

C. We all conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh…..    
D. We all were  “by nature children of wrath”.

1. Calvinists believe this means we were born to “depravity,”  Adam’s rebellious action reflecting a “nature”  passed on to all men.

II. The objection to the “Calvinist” view.

A. Sin involves choice.  Men have control over their thoughts, words and actions.  Calvin’s suggestion is that basically “there is no choice.”

B. Ephesians 2:1f describes repeated actions which were  “according to the course of this world”,  “according to the power of the prince of the power of the world”,   “conducted [themselves] in the lusts of the flesh”,  were “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind.”
1. Being “by nature children of wrath” was due to repeated sinful thinking and actions so that they became second nature or natural to men.

2. Darkness of heart was  especially a key to understanding the Gentiles condition (4:17-19).

III. The goal of Christians will be to change what is “natural” to them spiritually.
A. This must begin with a “renewing of the mind” (Ephesians 4:23-24).
B. Newness of mind and heart comes from being taught in Christ (4:20-21).

C. Newness of mind is the key to transformation in actions (cf. Eph. 4:25f;  Col. 3:1f;  Rom. 12:2f).

Conclusion:  God provides man with inspired teaching to convict his heart and

                      encourage him to accept the Lord’s gracious gifts.   The response of

                      sincere believers will be to imitate Him who died for us.

The Clarity of Scripture
Introduction: The clarity or “perspicuity” of scripture has been a critical area of 
                      discussion since God began to reveal Himself to man. It was a central

                      factor in “protestants” pulling away from the Catholic church.

                      -Catholicism taught that ordinary men could not “understand” the

                      Scriptures without the guidance of the church. 

                      -Protestants denied that the church had to “interpret” the scriptures
                      for their members. They believe that sincere men could come to

                      understand the truth, and thus encouraged Bible study by common men.

I. A fuller discussion of the “clarity of scripture” could/would include 

        several additional ideas which we will not cover,  such as: 

                     --Are all scriptures equally clear?  --Are all (supposed) topics covered or

                     given equal attention?  -- Does it take effort to understand the truth?
                     --Do certain things need to be learned in a certain sequence or as part of

                     a greater collectivity within the Word?  --Can previous experiences,

                     influences and prejudices hinder understanding?  --Can we find men (who

                     in our judgment) seem equally sincere yet disagree on a passage’s 

                     meaning?

II. Do the Scriptures themselves leave the impression they were meant to be understood by those sincerely seeking God?
A. The “commandment”  was not too “mysterious”  and was accessible (Deut. 30:11-17).

B. The law was to be taken into the heart and taught to one’s children (Deut. 6:4-9).

C. The “secret things” belong to God, but the things He has revealed were so His people would know and keep His law (Deut. 29:29).

D. God’s law makes “wise the simple”  and was to be sought ( cf. Psalms 119:130, 105;   19:7;   Proverbs 4:5-7).

E. Jesus often questioned whether His critics had read what God spoke (cf. Matt. 12:1-5,  19:3-4;  22:23f;  etc.).
F. Apostolic letters were often addressed to all of the saints and were to be read to the brethren (cf. 1 Cor. 1:1-3;  Col. 4:16).

G. New Testament writings often implied a very broad readership including many who would have not yet believed or were still immature in some way (cf. John 20:30-31;  Ephesians 6:1f; etc.).

Conclusion:    When one reads the scriptures it seems that God had intended for them to

                        be read by all who sincerely sought Him and that in their study they

                        could arrive at a correct understanding of the truth.

