The Book of Numbers

Lesson 5—God’s Response to Rebellion (14:11—16:50)
Overview:
   The refusal of Israel in Numbers 13 and 14  to “believe” the Lord marked one of the saddest days we read of in all of Scripture.  The text describes God’s response on this sad occasion and then only a little further on in the text we read of God’s just reaction to another moment when some failed to follow God’s decisions.  One is shocked to read of repeated accounts where Israel showed that their hearts were not set on allowing God to rule in their lives.

   In chapter 16, after God  had punished Korah, Dathan and Abiram and their families in a way which He in his infinite wisdom knew to be best, a large number of the people were still blind to their presumptuous spirit and dared to speak out yet again, against Moses and Aaron.  As troubling as the sins of the people are for us to read about, we are encouraged to see the efforts of Moses and Aaron to seek atonement for Israel.
   You will notice that we give only limited attention to the material in chapter 15.
Questions:

1. What all did God say the people were guilty of according to 14:11?  What made it so unreasonable?   What did God first propose to do (14:12)?    
2. What were the arguments which Moses put forth in appealing to God (14:13-19)?   How can it be thought that the Lord pardoned but yet the adults were not allowed to enter Canaan (14:20f)? How would the promises made to the fathers still be fulfilled?   What did the people attempt to do after these pronouncements (14:39—45)?

3. When would the particular instructions given in most of chapter 15 be put into practice (cf. 15:2f,  15:18f)?   What do you think it means when it speaks of “unintentional” sins/violations of God’s will?   How would a person or the nation learn they were guilty of an “unintentional” sin, do you think?     What is contrasted with an “unintentional” sin (15:30f)?  What is to be done with that individual?
4. How was it decided what to do with the man collecting wood on the Sabbath day (15:32f? ) Why do you think such a severe penalty was inflicted upon him?    Why were the Israelites to wear tassels on their clothing (15:38f)?     Is it okay for Christians to do things that might help them remember the commandments of the Lord?   Where could there be a danger in such?

5. What complaint did Korah (with others) bring in 16:1f?   What does Moses propose should be done to solve the matter?   What rebuke did Moses speak to them and how was it received (16:8—14)?
6. What were each of these men to do the next day and what was the purpose for this (16:16f)? What did God wish to do at this time (16:21)?  What did Moses and Aaron ask of God?

7. What happened to these men and their families and what was the reaction of Israel (16:23-35)? What was to be done with the censers of these men and for what reason (16:36f)?

8. What did the people come protesting on the next day (16:41f)?   How did God respond to this protest by the people?

9. What did Moses tell Aaron to do and for what reason (16:46f)?   Was it effective in stopping the plague?  How many people died in the plague?

10. Do you think that God was too harsh in dealing with the people because of  these sins in chapters 14—16, ( ie. their unbelief, the man gathering wood, the charges of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and then much of the nation when they were put to death)?  Be prepared to explain your answer?
