The Book of Numbers

Lesson 4—Israel’s Tragic Lack of Spirituality (11:1—14:10)
Review:
   Whatever positive spin one tries to put on the earliest days of history following deliverance from Egyptian bondage, the cold hard facts are that the vast majority of those God redeemed soon showed that they had not been worthy of God’s great act of love and kindness.  From Egypt to Sinai and then in the very shadow of His presence, they had (as a whole) behaved as a people who never understood who God was and were willing to be transformed by that knowledge.
   As was remarked in last week’s lesson guide: 

“At Mt. Sinai they have been allowed to see a representation of God’s glory upon the mountain and hear His voice.  He has given them His law and instructed them in the building of the tabernacle that He might dwell among them.  He has taught them about acceptable sacrifice and worship and  bestowed  mercy when they sinned grievously. The year should have been one that increased their faith and their understanding of God. They should have left the mountain well prepared to follow God wherever He would lead them.”
  However, in stunning contrast to what should have occurred, they remain, as a whole, an unconverted and faithless people. What is clearly depicted on their journey  in departing from the Mountain, is not vastly different from what it had been a year earlier in coming to Sinai. Though they had been redeemed, as a nation, by a merciful God who was faithful to His promises, they had not drunk of the same fount of trust and humility as their father, Abraham.  The faithful among them were extraordinary characters but they were surprisingly rare. Such an obvious observation should surely calls us to deep reflection regarding God’s people today.
Questions:
(Because we did not begin to cover the material last week on chapters 11 and 12, some of these early questions are similar to those in Lesson 3).
1. What happened in 11:1?  What did God do in response?  Why do you think this was such a serious error on the part of Israel?   How were the people delivered (11:2)?  

2. What did the people crave in 11:4f?  Who initiated this unrest and what memories were at the heart of their complaints?  What occurred in Exodus 16:1f and what provision had God made for feeding the people?

3. What does the complaint of the people lead Moses to express (11:10-15)?  What did the Lord do in response and what do you envision God was trying to teach the people (11:18-20; 11:31-34)?  

4. What did the Lord do so the burden upon Moses alone would not seem so great (11:16-17, 11:24-30)?  What were some upset about in 11:26f and what was the response of Moses?

5. What did Miriam and Aaron do in 12:1-2?  What is said of Moses in 12:3?   How does the incident in 11:26f help demonstrate the attitude of Moses in regard to such matters?

6. What did God want the people to understand about  His relationship and regard for Moses in comparison to any other inspired teacher (12:4f)?

7. What punishment was levied upon Miriam?  Do you have thoughts about why Aaron was not punished  here in a similar way?

8. What do we know of the rank of those who were to spy out the land from each tribe (13:2)? Who directed this spying out to be done (13:3)?  Where was Israel at this time (13:3)?

9. What were some of the things they were to notice as they looked at the land (13:18-20)? What are some historical facts given in 13:22?  

10. What were some things they brought back (13:23)? What was their first words of assessment of the land itself (13:28)?    But what did they say about the inhabitants and its cities (13:28)?

11. What did Caleb urge the people to do at once?  What did the others say, however?

12. What is the report of the other spies called in 13:32?  What negative comment did they have of the land itself?

13. What seems to have been the most formidable objection in 13:32-33?

14. What were the reactions of the people to this report by the 10 spies (14:1-4)?  What do Moses and Aaron say, and what are the pleas of Joshua and Caleb? What is the response of the people (v.5-10)?

