“Taking it with you”    ---  Lessons from Sunday, October 27
                                            Part 1 “God’s Plan to Glorify a People”

                                            Part 2 “Those Whom God will Glorify”

Part 1:  Introduction:  Romans 8 is one of most significant and inspiring chapters in all of the Bible.
                                    In 8:28-30 Paul is seeking to encourage these brethren who may have begun to

                                    see the threat of persecution looming  (cf. 8:17f), that God will be faithful to
                                    His promises no matter what the opposition against them may be. Nothing can

                                    separate them from the love of God (cf. 8:31-39).

I. All of the actions of God in fulfilling His purpose to have a people are significant and most of these are touched on to some extent in the Roman letter. Christians are those who been called according to His eternal purpose (8:28).
A. These are individuals whom God foreknew and predestined (to be conformed to the image of His Son). He is the firstborn among many brethren (8:29).
B. ….these He also called (8:29).  The gospel is the instrument by which men have been called by the Lord (cf. 1:1-3; 1:15-17;  10:8—15).

C. …these He also justified (8:30).   God was able to show His just and righteous nature while still justifying men by faith in Jesus Christ. (cf. 3:21—28).

D. …these He also glorified (8:30).   This will be realized for the greatest part as they receive the promises of His eternal inheritance (cf. 8:16-19, 8:23-25.  Also consider Ephesians 1:11, 13-14;  1:15-19;  Philippians 3:20-21;  1 Thessalonians 5:9-11;  Hebrews 2:10).

II. Paul uses language that declares these matters as being an accomplished fact. (8:28-30).   They remind us how God possesses the power to “give life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did” (4:17, the example with Abraham.)

               Conclusion:  Christians should possess full confidence that God will fulfill those plans which

                                     He determined before the world began (cf. Eph. 1:3f).

Part 2:   Introduction:  The promises which God gives in Romans 8 are for those who will come to 

                                     have faith in Jesus. This faith involves believing/accepting what Jesus taught 

                                     and dedicated Himself to.
I. These will be a people who do not live according to the flesh (Rom. 8:1-8).

A. Those who live according to the flesh cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven (cf. Ephesians 5:1-5; Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 8:6-8)/

II.  These are a people who walk/live according to the Spirit (cf. 8:1, 4, 9-14). This means the Spirit guides them in how to live so as to please God. This means through the revelation given by the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-13; see Matthew 28:18-20).

III. These are individuals who are willing to suffer with Him (Romans 8:16-17).

IV. These are individuals who truly love God (Romans 8:28).

V. These are individuals who will become “conformed to the image” of God’s Son (8:29). They will seek to imitate Him in dedication to God and principles of truth and righteousness.

               Conclusion:  God provides the power by which men may become all that He intends for them

                                    to be in order that they may be victorious and be glorified with His Son (cf. 

                                    Romans 8:31-32).
