The  following  is being provided for those who may wish to give further thought  to Sunday   morning’s sermon.  I  will generally  try  to make  such brief outlines available on Sunday nights.
The Bane of Selfishness

Introduction:  The apostle Paul tells Timothy of some of the terrible sins that would occur in the perilous times ahead. He begins his list by saying, “men will be lovers of themselves” (cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-7). 

The Miriam Webster on-line dictionary,  defines selfishness as:    “Concerned excessively or exclusively with oneself,  seeking or concentrating on one’s own  advantage, pleasure or well-being without regard for others.”
In a previous study, one notes that “godliness;”

  “…is an act or disposition of devotion or reverence towards God. i.e.  a God-ward spirit  ( a feeling one has toward God ).    …and because  of this reverence and devotion to God an individual will do THAT WHICH IS WELL-PLEASING TO HIM.

In contrast to this is “selfishness”, where all of our thoughts and actions are first “me” oriented. Our first thought is to do those things that are pleasing first and foremost to “self.”
I. The Scriptures are clear that to “follow” Jesus, one must put our love and commitment to Him above every other relationship (Luke 14:25-33).  The word “hate” in this text is a term intended to show contrast and actually carries the idea of loving less.
The same principle is seen in Gal. 2:20. Self is to be crucified so that Christ now lives in the Christian.

II. The sin of selfishness is widespread. It is encouraged in our society and is easily developed in our children and young people.
III. Unchecked, “selfishness”….

A. Obscures our vision of God.  Without being able to clearly see (through His Word) His wondrous works and His love for us men will not come to love Him, or  be thankful and worship Him. We need to be able to see Him as the Psalmist did (Psalm 34:1-10) and as Isaiah did in His holiness and glory (Isa. 6:1f) and see God the Son as hung upon the tree for man’s sins.

B. Interferes with a right concern for others.    We cannot think about the well-being of others when we are so totally focused on “self”. We are saddened at the priest and Levite in Luke 10:25f.  Paul says it is critical that we  put the interests of others above our own (Phil. 2:1f).

C. Trivializes the idea that God has a higher purpose for our lives.  

All Christians have work to do in behalf of others (Romans 12:1-8).  We are to live for Him who died for us (2 Cor. 5:14,15).

D. Places too much emphasis on the temporary and the carnal.   Selfishness causes men to fixate on earthly treasures and temporary pleasures (cf. Luke 12:13f).

E. Actually prevents men from acquiring what is truly best for them, i.e. the spiritual blessings that God provides in Jesus Christ.  (1 Peter 1:3-4).

Conclusion:

       A proper degree of self-love is natural and appropriate but it can easily become excessive and prevent us from “walking with God.” 
