The Book of Numbers

Lesson 2—Various laws, Preparing to leave Mt. Sinai
Review:  

 The book of Numbers opens with the children of Israel still encamped at Mt. Sinai and will end approximately 40 years later with a new generation coming up to the threshold of Canaan, ready to possess the land.  The book combines a few significant historical events during this period in addition to a number of regulations and laws which God gave to Israel. There are several detailed lists given which allowed the book to help provide, in part, a historical record of the nation during these years.

Nelson’s Bible Dictionary sums up its theological contributions as such:

The Book of Numbers presents the concept of God's correcting wrath upon His own disobedient people. Through their rebellion, the Hebrews had broken the covenant. Even Moses was not exempt from God's wrath when he disobeyed God.

But even in His wrath, God did not give up on His people. While He might punish them in the present, He was still determined to bless them and bring them ultimately into a land of their own. Even the false prophet Balaam recognized this truth about God's sovereign purpose. Balaam declares: "God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?" (23:19).
 The one significant point we would add to this is that we see Moses as that type who will seek to intervene in behalf of the people. Through his work, and God’s grace, the people will finally be brought to the land God had promised.
Questions:   (Please note that many sections in Numbers can be skimmed rather rapidly trying to grasp the main thoughts instead of trying to absorb all of the different details.)
1. Who was to be sent out of the camp and why was this to be done (5:1-4)?   What test is discussed in 5:11-31?  How could such a test possibly reveal the truth in these matters?

2. What rules was one bound by during the time he was under the Nazirite  vow (6:1-8)?  Who could separate themselves in this manner for a period of time?  What is to be done when their days of separation are fulfilled (6:13-18)?
3. What offering did the leaders of Israel bring for the Levites to use in 7:1-9?  Why were those of Kohath not given any of these (7:9)?

4. For each of twelve days, the leader of each tribe brought a dedication offering. Each day the offering was identical. Why was it good in this case that each brought exactly the same thing?

5. In addition to the work given the Levites back in chapters 3 and 4, what seems to be indicated as part of their on-going work in 8:19, 22?   When were they to retire (8:25)?   Do you think their work at the tent of meeting would have involved some physical stamina?

6. What are the people commanded to observe in 9:1-5?   What problem occurred with some (9:6-8)?  How did Moses propose the problem should be addressed (9:8)?   What was the response that God gave (9:9-13)?

7. How did the people know when to set out from one place to another (9:15-23)?  What were the people to make in 10:2 and what were they to be used for (10:1-10)?

In our next lesson we will study about Israel leaving Mt. Sinai (10:11f) and the things that will soon occur (chapters 11 and 12).
