The Book of Exodus
Lesson 7—A Holy Place for God & Israel to Meet  (24:16—31:18)

( Because our class discussion on May 8th did not cover all of the material in  the assigned reading for lesson 6, this week’s study sheet includes some of the questions found in that lesson.) 

Initial Instructions Regarding the Tabernacle and Priests
  In chapters 25—31  Moses is given a number of very specific instructions for the building of the tabernacle,  its furnishings, making the anointing oil, and garments for the priests to wear.  We will see that one very significant purpose of its presence in the midst of Israel was to serve as a representative “dwelling place” for God among the people.  In regard to the mercy seat which sat on top of the ark of the covenant, God told Moses, “And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat,….about everything which I will give you in commandments to the children of Israel” (25:22). The tabernacle was going to be divided into two parts, one called “the holy place” separated by a curtain or veil from the area where the ark (with the mercy seat upon it) called the “Most Holy” or “Holy of Holies” (26:33).  Around the tabernacle was a larger courtyard area, and within that area we find the altar of sacrifice and the laver (used for washing—cf. 30:17-21).
Questions:
1. How long was Moses upon Mt. Sinai (24:18) on this fifth ascension?   What was the appearance of the top of the mountain like to the children of Israel (24:16).

2. What is said about the pattern given to Israel for the tabernacle and its furnishings (25:9, 40)?

3. Where did the people get the precious things which they were to bring as an offering?    What was to be done with these items which were brought (25:8-9)?   What was a specific purpose in building this (25:8)? 

4. Why was it made in such a way that it could be taken down and put back up?  (Who do we know was to have a special obligation in regard to the moving, the setting up and taking down of the sanctuary—as well as other duties given to them)?

5. What special items or furnishings were to be made to be placed inside of the tabernacle?  Where inside of the tabernacle did God say He would meet with Moses and speak with Him?  

6. What were the physical dimensions of this area and its contents?

7. Who were called to serve as priests (28:1)?  What were the garments of the priests to be “for” ( 28:2, NKJ)?     What were the various pieces of the high priest’s wardrobe  (28:4)?
8. What was to be engraved upon the two onyx stones and what was their purpose (28:8—12)? What was done of a similar nature with the breastplate (28:15—21)?  What would be signified by Aaron’s wearing this  (28:29—30)?

9. What was one of things God wanted to be continually at the tabernacle (29:38-42 and Numbers 28:1f)? What did God say the tabernacle would be sanctified by (29:43)?  What did God say would be represented by the tabernacle’s presence in the midst of Israel (29:45-46)?

10. What else was Aaron to do perpetually (30:1-8) and where was this to be done?  Describe the instruction regarding the “ransom money”.
11. What was the holy anointing oil to be used for?  What prohibitions were given regarding it (30:31-33)? What is said also about the incense (30:37-38)?   Why would these prohibitions be given?
12. Who were particularly selected to serve in designing and leading in the construction (31:1f)?  What was given to these men to assist them?   Why was the Sabbath given?

13. What did God give to Moses at the end of giving these instructions and what is said about how this was accomplished (31:18)?

