The Book of Exodus

Lesson 9—Construction of the Tabernacle (35:1—40:38)

Review:
 In our last lesson we read the account of Israel breaking their covenant with God while Moses was on the mountain and his corresponding efforts to entreat the Lord in their behalf. God relented of His proposal to destroy the nation and begin afresh with Moses, but says  His presence would not go up with them lest He destroy them when they sin.   Once more Moses appeals to God, seeking forgiveness of the people and convincing God to go with them.

 Perhaps what we then see might be described as  a renewal of the covenant as Moses is instructed to tell Israel of what God would do in their behalf and remind them of many of His expectations, especially in regard to idolatry (cf. 34:8-11a, 27-28).
 The closing chapters of the book then describe the construction of the “tabernacle”, the related items used there, and the making of the high priest’s garment.  A reader cannot help but be deeply impressed by the very precise details God gave in these matters and how that there was complete obedience to the “commandments of the Lord.”
Questions:
1. At least how much time would have passed by the time Moses gave the command for the people to bring an offering for the Lord?   How did the people respond to the command for those of a willing heart to bring an offering?  (cf. 36:2-6)  
2. Who were Bezalel and Aholiab?   What assistance did God provide for them?   Who else was going to work with them?
3.  What is recorded in 38:21-31?   Why do you think this information was written down?
4.  How did they come up with a design for the high priest’s garments (39:1, 5, 6, 21, 26, 31)?  Who besides Aaron were garments made for (39:27-29)?    

5. What did the people do in 39:32f?   What did Moses recognize (39:42-43)?  What did he do as a result?

6.  What was Moses charged to do and when was he to do this  (40:1-2)?   What are we repeatedly told about the actions of Moses in this matter (40:16, 19, 21, 23, 25, etc.)?
7.  What happened after Moses was finished (40:34-35)?  What did this signify? What other information are we given here (40:36-38)?
