The Book of Exodus
Lesson 6— Instructions for the Tabernacle (24:1—27:21)
Review:
 In our last lesson we noted that a covenant between men usually refers to a formal or binding agreement, but that when we read in Scripture of God making a covenant it can sometimes simply refer to the idea of Him making a promise that He is committed to keeping (He “binds Himself” in a sense).  Usually we can see a reason for God deciding to make (and keep) these promises to certain individuals or groups, but at other times it may not seem so obvious. As suggested above, there are only a limited number of occasions when we find this usage in Scripture.

 The most prevalent use of the word “covenant” in Scripture is in regard to the one offered to the children of Israel  at Mt. Sinai, where we clearly see it as a conditional agreement involving terms and promises.  A greater and vastly superior covenant is of course granted to God’s people in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8:6f).

 The Exodus record tells us of Moses ascending Mt. Sinai 7 times in receiving the Law. God’s offer of entering into a “covenant” with Israel was accepted by the people (19:3-8). On the third day God descended unto Mt. Sinai to speak to the people and we have His words spoken in the commandments in Exodus 20:1-17. The people were frightened by this experience and asked Moses to communicate God’s message to them (cf. 20:18-21).  
 Moses drew near to God, (his fourth ascension of the mount), as the people had requested, and we have the words which we assume he then spoke orally prior to a fifth ascension (cf. 20:22—23:33). As was pointed out in the previous handout many of these laws do not inherently deal with right and wrong, per se, but with distinct regulations given to Israel as a nation needing guidelines. A wide variety of topics are covered in this section which were meant to produce a “just” and “peaceful” society. Alongside these types of regulations we also find laws of much deeper spiritual consequence. 

 The fifth ascent of the mountain (chapter 24) by Moses, seems,  very naturally divided into three segments, but the account is interrupted with a short but very meaningful section in which the oath of the people to keep the law is ratified (24:3-8). In chapters 25-27, Moses is told to exhort the people to give an offering which will be used for the building of the tabernacle, the meaningful furnishings to be placed within it and the clothing for the priests. Instructions are given that describe the specific “pattern” which is to be followed in its construction (see 25:40).

Questions:
1. What do you see as perhaps the purpose of God calling this greater number of individuals up the mountain in chapter 24 and what they were allowed to see (24:1-2; 9-11) ?    What takes places in the space of time between God calling the group and their going up on the mount (cf. 24:3-8)?
2. What would you explain as the significance of sacrificing the animals and sprinkling the  blood on the people?   What important point does the Hebrew writer make in connection with this event (Hebrews 9:18-20)?
3. Where did the people get the precious things which they were to bring as an offering?    What was to be done with these items which were brought (25:8-9)?   What was a specific purpose in building this (25:8)? 
4. How are they to know how to make it (25:9—also notice this direction in regard to the other items 25:40)? What would you say about the intricacy and value of this structure and its contents?  Why was it made in such a way that it could be taken down and put back up?  (Who do we know was to have a special obligation in regard to the moving, the setting up and taking down of the sanctuary—as well as other duties given to them)?
5. What special items or furnishings were to be made to be placed inside of the tabernacle?  Where inside of the tabernacle did God say He would meet with Moses and speak with Him?  
6. What were the physical dimensions of this area and its contents?
One area of discussion which this teacher is avoiding despite how fascinating it may seem, is whether the angel of the Lord who is spoken of Exodus  (cf. Exodus 14:19;  23:20,23;  32:34 ) and in many Old Testament Scriptures (notice for instance Genesis 16:7-13; Isaiah 63:9;  Zechariah 12:8; etc.) may be an allusion to the Son of God. There are certainly strong arguments which many have made regarding this idea but this teacher prefers to simply stay with the language given by the Holy Spirit. Certainly, this special messenger was empowered by the Father to act with great power and authority in the affairs of His people.











