The Book of Exodus
Lesson 4 —The Journey from Egypt to Mt. Sinai (12:37—19:2)

During this week’s class brother Mark Ogles will go over several aspects of the physical  journey which Israel made as they left Egypt and made their way to Mt. Sinai. Some of the emphasis will be in trying to make an educated guess about where the people may have crossed the Red Sea and the location of Mt. Sinai. 

  It is difficult to know how much time passed between Moses and Aaron’s first visit to Pharaoh in Exodus 5:1 and the departure of the Israelites in 12:51. The duration of the plagues could have lasted anywhere from a few weeks to many months, but deliverance came even as God had assured the people (3:8, 3:20, 6:1, etc.).  The Lord used the occasion to demonstrate His great power over what is assumed to have been the mightiest nation on the face of the earth during that age.   Their exodus from captivity is pictured in what seems one of the most vividly striking scenes in all of Scripture (the parting of the Red Sea). 
Questions:
1. What indications of a hasty departure are given in the text (12:33-34,39)?  What were they given to take with them?  Approximately how many Israelites left?  What was this night to represent (12:42)?
2. Why didn’t God lead the people by the quickest and most direct route (13:17-18)?  What was one of the things they took with them (13:19)?    How did God direct the people in regard to when and where to journey (13:21-22)?   What great significance did this provide for the people?

3. What did God tell Moses that Pharaoh would reason and decide to do (14:3-9)? How did the people respond when they saw they were pursued by the Egyptians (14:10-12)?  What did Moses say to reassure the people  (14:13-14)?
4. What happened with the cloud that accompanied the people during that night (14:19-20)?  What allowed the children of Israel to cross the Red Sea?  What did many of the Egyptians recognize (14:25)?  What happened to the pursuing Egyptian army (14:26f)?

5. What can we see is among the reasons why that God’s people would sing to Him (15:1f)?  What is Miriam called in 15:20?  

6. What problem did the Israelites face as they came into the Wilderness of Shur and how did the people respond to the problem (15:22f)?   What do you think is indicated by the statement that “there He tested them” (15:25)?   Where did God next lead them from this place (15:27)?  Describe this place.

7. Where does God lead them after departing from Elim (16:1f)?  How long had they been gone from Egypt at this point?  What difficulty did they face and how do we see them responding (16:3)?   What provisions does God begin to make for the people (16:4f)?  

8.  In what way will this become an on-going test for Israel?  Did all of the people follow the Lord’s directions (16:20?)   What did some of the people do in regard to the instructions for the seventh day (16:27)?  What directions were given for a one special “omer” of manna?   How long did the children of Israel eat “manna”?

9. What problem again occurred as Israel traveled from the Wilderness of Sin and came to Rephidim (17:1f)? How was the problem resolved on this occasion? What do we seem to recognize about “human nature” in this example?    

10.  What else happened at Rephidim and what was the key to Israel prevailing (17:8f)?  What does God determine should happen in the future and where do we read about God commissioning His people to accomplish this end?

11. On what day after leaving Egypt did the Israelites come to Mt. Sinai (19:1-2)?  What had God previously declared to Moses (3:12)?  What is this place called in 3:1, 4:27, 18:5, 24:13 and note Numbers 10:33?
