Studies in the book of James

Lesson 11— Continued exhortations (4:11-17; 5:1—6)
 The class briefly noted last week the very powerful series of statements which James makes about what Christians must do in regard to their numerous spiritual failings (4:7-10).   We may say that James has simply described the needed action by declaring, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (4:8). These words of strong rebuke and appeal  for repentance in that text are followed by a number of other admonitions.
 It should not surprise us that James implies that evil speech about others is closely connected to their judging of others (4:11f).  In a past lesson we mentioned the great similarity between the “Sermon on the Mount” and this book.  Jesus, we remember,  also spoke of the sin of judging or condemning others (Matt. 7:1-5).  But, James tells us that there is something even far worse which is actually reflected by these sins against their brethren.  One can become even a judge of the law which God gave. This must be understood to be true of any sins which we do not feel the need to correct.
 The topic in the closing section of the chapter may seem like a trivial matter in comparison with the other areas of wickedness which are addressed, but it reflected a spirit which has always been far too common among many who claim to follow Christ.  We can easily become distracted with the things of this world and forget to use the few days which God gives us to His glory.
There are probably few individuals who have not fantasized  at some time about what it would be like to have sufficient funds to do nearly anything one would like to do.  No doubt those who are spiritual have even considered the amount of good they might be able to accomplish in the Lord’s work in spreading the gospel or relieving people who are in need. Sadly having money seems the ultimate dream of many in the world and some would nearly go to any length in order to obtain it and thus gaining wealth has often gone hand in hand with taking advantage of, and, mistreating others.

Questions:  
1. When one thinks of truly serious sins, do we usually include those which are mentioned in 4:11-17? What did we see in 2:10-11 which is the correct way to assess all sin?

2. What are some of the reasons why men should not be tempted to try and judge others?  What do you think the word judge means here and in Matthew 7:1f?     Does this prohibition mean that men must never try to make any assessment of where others are at spiritually?  
3. What was wrong with the plans that some were making in 4:13f?    Is this like the situation in Luke 12:15-21?    Does it truly matter what the amount of time would be in regard to the kind of planning mentioned in 4:13?

4. What is a vital fact which all men need to take into account in regard to our thinking about tomorrow?  What can we be absolutely certain of in regard to the future?

5. Does this saying in James, “if the Lord wills” mean God has a determined will about all of our actions or is it more likely that here the intended thought is more, “if the Lord allows”?  Be prepared to defend your thoughts.

6. What is the specific matter of “doing good” that James seems to be referring to in 4:17?  Is this a principle that can extend to other areas of action as well?  Please give an example.
7. Some have wondered whether the rebuke of the rich in 5:1f is a reference to the unconverted rich of the world or brethren who are rich. What do you think is most likely?   What does he say was going to happen with all the material wealth they have laid up?

8. What sins had these rich individuals been guilty of other than their greed?   What had obviously been their desires in how to live their lives?    What does the expression “you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter” seem to refer to (5:5)?

