Studies in the book of James

Lesson 13— A Recap of the Book

  The book of James is a remarkable little book which contains a broad number of  practical exhortations. The theme may be described as “being doers of the Word” (1:22), or “distinguishing between vain and pure religion” (1:26-27).  Whether one takes the lengthy series of admonitions and truths individually or sees a close connection tying them together, they are always valuable for our meditation and application. As with all scripture they are part of those things declared by “holy men of God” that each of us may be “complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17).   The intention of this study is to make sure we  recognize the main ideas which James has emphasized and try to further elaborate on any thoughts we may have passed over too quickly in class.
Questions:
1. Who did we say is usually considered the most likely author of the book?  

2. Who were the  intended recipients of the book?  

3. What do we realize was obviously true of their circumstances according to 1:2?   Can we say dogmatically what these may have been?   Why could they have joy in such things?

4. What was one of the important things they could do to help them obtain wisdom?  What had to be true of their petitions?    How would God respond?
5. Where do temptations actually originate?  In contrast, what can emphatically be said about God?

6. What must they guard against according to 1:19?  What is God’s word able to do (1:21)?  What must be true of man’s attitude to accomplish that purpose?

7. Why is the gospel called “the perfect law of liberty”?    What are two areas of responsibility in true religion?

8. What description(s) help us to grasp the sinful nature of the “partiality” in 2:1-9?  What critical point does James make about stumbling in just point of the law?
9. What is needed to show the genuine nature of one’s faith?  How were his examples different and yet similar  (2:21-25)?

10. What caution does James give in 3:1?  Does it seem possible that teachers might have been especially guilty in their misuse of the tongue?  
11. How could the tongue “defile” the whole body?  How literally should one take 3:8?  What are we reminded of in Phil. 4:13?

12. In what way is 3:12 an imperfect illustration and yet so fitting?

13. What is the true test of whether one is being led by heavenly wisdom (3:13)?  What should be the product of such wisdom?

14. What were the source of quarrels among the brethren?

15. What were the wrong motives in 4:3? What should be one’s motive in all our requests?

16. What could one become guilty of by “judging” our brother (4:11-12)?

17. In what sense would it be boasting to make plans about tomorrow?

18. When were the miseries of 5:1-3 coming?  How could these be considered the last days?

19. What quality were those who were mistreated to be sure and practice?

20. The prophets of God were great examples of what characteristic?

21. What should it be natural for men who are suffering to do?  What of men who are cheerful?

22. Is the advice in 5:14 still applicable in principle?  What may have been different then?  What must obviously be true if one has committed sin?

23. Why is the example of Elijah used?

24. What great work is it critical that we do in 5:19, 20?

