Studies in the book of James

Lesson 12— Be patient…the Lord is full of compassion 
and is merciful (5:7—20)
   It seems likely that the  “rich’ whose condemnation is foretold in 5:1-6,  could also include some Christians.  The passage certainly speaks to all individuals who have put their trust in treasures on earth and taken advantage of others in accumulating their wealth, and several texts hint at the presence of such individuals among the brethren  (1:10-11; 4:2-4).  We may also see a likely connection with those who were making plans to go and “engage in business and make a profit” (4:13f).
   It is here that we once more get sight of one of the major purposes in James writing:  to urge patient steadfastness in the face of  trials (1:2; 5:7-11) including any mistreatment by the rich.  Christians will be those who will look to God and act appropriately no matter what their circumstances may be. They will rejoice in good times and turn to God when things are difficult.

Questions:
1.  What must all farmers be willing to do in pursuing their goals?   How does this apply to Christians?  Why could James say that the coming of the Lord was at hand?
2. Is there any particular area of “complaining” which you think that James might have reference to? What does James say to cause the brethren to realize the grave danger of complaining?

3. What examples does James say they should look to?  Why were these individuals such good examples of endurance?  How is God described in 5:11 and what do you  think James is trying to say to the brethren about what they could count on?

4. Can you see any particular reason for cautioning these brethren about “swearing” in this context? What had the Jews so frequently been guilty of ( Matthew 5:33-37 ) and why was it such a sin?

5. Do you think there is anything unique about the situation of the elders in the first century which would have made their advocacy in behalf of the sick different then elders today? Be prepared to explain your take on 5:14-15.      Is this tied to the “confession of sins” in verse 16?  How would we go about applying these verses?
6. How encouraging should the example of Elijah been to these saints?    What would many have concluded in Elijah’s day about those circumstances?

7. What could happen with some of the brethren according to 5:19?   What is possible if this should happen?    What has been achieved if one acts faithfully in accordance with this admonition?
