The Passover Lamb and Christ
When Moses returned to Egypt to lead the Israelites from bondage, ten plagues were sent by God upon the Egyptians before Pharaoh would let the Israelites leave.  The final plague was the death of the firstborn in Egypt. In order to escape this plague, the Israelites were commanded to offer a lamb as a sacrifice.  The angel of death, sent by God, would “pass over” the homes of the Israelites and spare them from the plague.  In order to remember their deliverance, the Israelites were commanded to keep this day as memorial, called the Passover, each year.  They were to sacrifice a lamb as a part of the Passover ceremony.  The Passover lamb is clearly a type of Christ.  The following table lists scriptures that identify some similarities between the Passover lamb and Christ.  Look up the scriptures and discuss the similarity.
	PASSOVER LAMB
	CHRIST

	The Israelites were slaves to Egypt – Exodus 1:13-14
	Sinners are slaves to sin – John 8:34

	The lamb was offered to save the Israelites – Exodus 12:5-6 
	Christ was offered to save the world from its sins – John 1:29

	The lamb was to be without blemish – Exodus 12:5
	Christ was like a lamb without blemish – 1 Peter 1:19

	Sacrificed before the salvation of Israel – Exodus 12:5-13
	Died before mankind could be saved – Hebrews 9:15-17; 10:9-10

	It is the Jehovah’s Passover – Exodus 12:11
	Christ is our Passover – 1 Corinthians 5:7

	Blood of the lamb was sprinkled on door posts – Exodus 12:7
	Blood of Christ sprinkled on hearts -  Hebrews 10:22; 1 Peter 1:2

	Lamb was eaten by Israelites to be saved from the Egyptians – Exodus 12:8-12
	Christ is the bread of life for all – John 6:50-51

	The entire lamb was to be eaten – Exodus 12:10
	We are to partake of Christ’s flesh and his blood – John 6:53-56

	Blood of the lamb saved the Israelites – Exodus 12:12-13
	Blood of Christ saves Christians – 1 Peter 1:18-19

	Bones of the  lamb will not be broken – Exodus 12:46
	No bones of Christ were broken – John 19:31-36

	The lamb sacrificed on a day that became known as Passover – Exodus 12:14
	Christ was crucified during the celebration of Passover – John 19:14-18

	Passover became a memorial that was observed each year to celebrate delivery of the Israelites  – Exodus 12:14, 24-27  
	Lord’s supper observed on the first day of the week as a memorial to Christ – Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25-26; Acts 20:7

	Passover celebrated yearly – Exodus 12:14, 18
	Lord’s supper celebrated weekly – Acts 20:7

	Passover celebrated until the end of the Jewish age – Exodus12:14, 17
	Lord’s supper celebrated until Jesus returns – 1 Corinthians 11:26


QUESTIONS

1.
What was the purpose of the plagues God sent upon the Egyptians?  Exodus 7:3-5

2.
What final plague did God send against the Egyptians? Exodus 11:4- 6
3.
What was to be done with the blood of the Passover lamb? Exodus 12:12-13
4.
How did the blood of the Passover lamb save the Israelites?  Exodus 12:12-13
5.
How does the blood of Christ save the world from its sins?  1 Peter 2:24-25
6.
What type of lamb was to be offered by the Israelites?  Exodus 12:5

7.
How was Christ like the Passover lamb?  1 Peter 1:19

8.
How were the Israelites to prepare the Passover lamb? – Exodus 12:8-9

9.
How were the Israelites to partake of the Passover lamb?  Exodus 12:10-11

10.
How are Christians to partake of Christ?  John 6:53-56

11.
What feast day was celebrated as a memorial to Israel being saved from the plague?  Exodus 12:14
12.
What were fathers to tell their sons when they asked about the meaning of the Passover?  Exodus 12:26-27

13.
 What are similarities and differences between the Lord’s Supper and the Passover?  Exodus 12:17-18; Acts 20:7
14.
How long were the Jews to celebrate the Passover?

15.
How long are we to celebrate the Lord’s Supper?

