 Joseph and Christ

The bible does not specifically identify Joseph as a type of Christ.  However, there are so many similarities between their lives that we can consider him one.  There is more written about Joseph in the Old Testament than almost any other person, just as Christ is the major character in the New Testament.  Joseph’s brothers hated him and sold him into slavery.  The Jews hated Jesus and had him crucified. Joseph was sent by God to save his people, just as Christ was sent by God to save all people. Joseph prepared a place for his people in Egypt just as Jesus has prepared a place for Christians. The following table compares Old Testament passages about Joseph with New Testament passages about Christ. Be prepared to discuss their similarities.

	Joseph
	Christ

	Divine intervention in birth of Joseph – Gen. 30:22-24
	Divine intervention in birth of Jesus – Matt 1:20

	Jacob’s most beloved son – Gen. 37:3
	God’s only begotten son – John 3:16

	Rejected by his brothers because of envy – Gen. 37:4
	His brothers did not believe in him – John 7:3-5

	Hated because of his dreams – Gen. 37:5-11
	Hated because he claimed to be the son of God – Luke 22:70

	His brothers planned to kill him – Gen. 37:16, 18
	His people wanted to kill him – John 8:40

	Stripped of his coat of many colors – Gen 37:23
	Stripped of his garments – Matthew 27:35

	Sold for twenty pieces of silver – Gen. 37:28
	Sold for thirty pieces of silver – Matt. 26:15

	Brothers lied about what became of him – Gen 37:31-33
	Soldiers lied about His resurrection – Matt 28:12-15

	Was tempted but remained pure – Gen. 39:7-12
	Was temped but did not sin – Matt. 4:1-11; Hebrews 4:15

	Falsely accused by Potipher’s wife – Gen. 39:7-20
	False accused by Jewish leaders – Matt. 26:59-61

	His brothers had to face him – Gen. 42:6
	We must all face Him – 2 Cor. 5:10

	Forgave his brothers – Gen. 45:1- 5
	Forgives all who obey him – Heb. 5:9

	Joseph raised up by Pharaoh – Gen. 41:39-41
	Christ raised up by God – Acts 2:32-36

	Joseph became ruler and invited his brethren to Egypt – Genesis 45:9-11
	Jesus became ruler and invites all who will to be saved – John 14:1-4

	Joseph prepared a place for his people – Gen. 45:9-11
	Christ went to prepare a place for his people – John 14:1-4

	Began his public work at what age?  - Gen. 41:46
	Began his public work at what age? – Luke 3:23

	What was done with bones of Joseph? – Genesis 50:25; Joshua 24:32
	From where was Jesus called? - Matthew 2:14-15


QUESTIONS

1.
What was similar about the births of Joseph and Jesus? 30:22-24; Matthew 1:20

2.
What was the reaction of Joseph’s brothers to his dreams?  Genesis 37:8

3.
What was the reaction of Jesus’ brothers to him?  John 7:4-5

4.
How did Jacob react to Joseph’s dreams?  Genesis 37:9-11

5.
What was Mary’s reaction to the shepherd’s description of the Angels announcement?  Luke 2:15-19

6.
What was the value of the amount of silver for which Judas sold Jesus? Matthew 26:15; Exodus 21:32

7.
What lies did Joseph’s brothers tell about him?  Genesis 37:31-33

8.
What lies did the soldiers tell about Jesus?  Matthew 28:12-15

9.
How was Joseph tempted?  Genesis 39:7-12

10.
How was Jesus tempted?  Matthew 4:1-11

11.
What were the circumstances under which Joseph’s brothers had to face him? Genesis 42:6

12.
What are the circumstances under which all will have to face Christ?  2 Corinthians 5:10

13.
What was Joseph’s status after Pharaoh raised him up?  Genesis 41:39-41

14.
What was Jesus’ status after God raised him up?  Acts 2:32-36

15.
Where was the place Joseph prepared for his people?  Genesis 45:9-11

16.
Where was the place Christ prepared for his people?  John 14:1-4

17.
At what age did Joseph begin his public work?  At what age did Jesus begin his public work?

18.
What was done with the bones of Joseph?  (Genesis 50:25; Joshua 24:32) How does this relate to Christ?  Matthew 2:14-15
