Studies in the book of James
Lesson 1—Introduction 

(Students who plan to attend the class on the book of James are encouraged to take the 10-15 minutes to carefully read through the book and  to take a few minutes to look at any references you may have on the epistle. (For those who have internet access you may simply google “the epistle (or book) of James”  to explore various comments.)
The first lesson will briefly discuss:

1) How does the author identify himself?

2) Who seem to be the possible authors of the letter?  Which of the possibilities do you personally favor and why?
3) How are the recipients of the letters described?    What does this description seem to refer to?
4)  What conclusions might we draw about the circumstances and spirituality of these brethren based on the contents of the book?  
5) What seems to be the main reason or purpose for James to write this letter?

6) What verses within the book might seem to set forth the theme or purpose of the book?

7) What are some of the specific topics which James discusses as part of the book’s theme?

(2)
8) Do you think there is any way to make an educated guess about when the book may have been written?  
9) Do you see anything within the context of the first couple of chapters which caused Martin Luther (and doctrinally like-minded theologians) to doubt the book’s inspiration?  (briefly explain)
10) How would you rank the book’s practicality for Christians living in the 21st century?

