Studies in the book of James

Lesson 3— Joy in Trials (1:2-8)
  One area of consideration which we did not get to in our previous lesson was noticing the similarity between the content in the book of James and material taught by Jesus in the “Sermon on the Mount”. 

Sadly, much of what James wrote about reflected a “religion” which fell short of God’s true intention (cf. James 1:26-27). Jesus often had to point out the hypocrisy of those who claimed to be most zealous in the practice and defense of the law (cf. Matthew 23:3.  A key theme to the Lord’s sermon in Matthew 5-7 was “unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).  

  Notice just a few of the similarities between the two:  
1) James 1:2  with  Matthew 5:10f;  2) James 1:4 with Matthew 5:48;   3) James 1:5 with Matthew 7:7; 4) James  1:17 with Matthew 7:11   5) James 1:19-20 with Matthew 5:22;  6)James 1:22 with Matthew 7:24.                          

  While we find some rather stern words expressed in the epistle, yet James still regards his readers as “beloved brethren” (1:19; 2:5) and  seeks to encourage them as they face trial. In chapter five he will urge them to be “patient” and to “endure” knowing that the “coming of the Lord was at hand” (5:7-11).  It seems likely to this teacher (ra) that it is the twofold “backdrop” of these Jewish Christians facing trials and the existence of contentions among them which the Holy Spirit uses for setting forth the abundance of practical exhortations we find in the letter.   Although nearly 2,000 years have passed since these words of spiritual wisdom were spoken, the lessons in James are timeless for God’s people.
Questions on James 1:2-8
1. How should one understand the meaning of the word “trial” in verse 2?  How does the  next verse seem to help us understand what James meant in his use of the word?   

2. Jesus was referring to one common type of “trial” which befall many Christians in  Matthew 5:10-12.  Does it seem likely that the “trials” of James 1:2 included some type of mistreatment at the hands of others given the book’s content?  
3. What attitude did Jesus say that kingdom citizens were to possess in facing such  trials?  What was the “cause”  of the persecutions He refers to (Matt. 5:10-11)?   
4. Give some examples of other passages that show either moments of persecution or inspired warnings about persecution.  
5. How would you explain what James meant in saying “count it all joy” (1:2).  What do these various trials do in regard to one’s faith (1:3)?    What do they have the ability to “produce” and what is this able to lead to (1:4)?  Compare Romans 5:2f and 1 Peter 1:5f.
6. Do you think there is any connection between his question about “wisdom” and his introductory admonition in 1:2-4? (If so, explain.)
7. What is said about how God is prone to respond to petitions?  How do you think such wisdom would be given?

8. What must be true of one’s making any request in prayer (1:6)?   Do you think God’s people may often fail in this area, and, if so, why?   What do you see as the idea of being “double-minded” ( 1:8, basically all translations)?
The same Greek word will be used in verse 12, but some translators make a slight distinction by using the word “trial” in one instance and the word “temptation” in the other. The NKJ makes it “trials” in verse 2 and “temptations” in verse 12. The NIV uses the word “trial(s)” in both instances, whereas the ASV used the word “temptation(s)” in both instances.  It is the verb form of this same Greek word which will be used in verses 13-14.











