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Finding A Faith of Your Own

1.) Read the parable of the Sowers/Soils in Mark 4:1-20.  Does the fact that you have obeyed the Gospel make it safe to assume that you will remain faithful to God’s calling? According to this parable, what things might make your faith unfruitful?

2.) The Bible says much about a parent’s duty to raise their children in the faith. See Ephesians 6:4; Deut 6:6-9.  Proverbs 22:6; I Timothy 1:3-5 and 3:14-15.  For those of us whose parents may have fallen down on the job in this area (by failing to teach or show Godly examples), does this somehow absolve us of personal responsibility?  See Ezekiel 18.

3.) For those raised within the Lord’s church what challenges might come with “inheriting” your faith rather than seeking out and finding Christianity after some searching and effort on your part?   

4.) Consider that many sincere Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, and sectarian Christians adopt their faiths based on what their parents believed without questioning.  Can we safely assume that we will be pleasing to God simply by practicing the faith we grew up with?  See Acts 22:3-5 & 23:1.  

5.) Even for those who converted to Christianity without the influence of parents, is it possible that we might be too heavily influenced by the friend/neighbor/preacher/elder/congregation who shared the Gospel with us and taught us the Gospel?  How can you guard against that?  See Galatians 1:6-9; Acts 17:10—11, I Thess. 5:21. 

6.) When we obey the Gospel, to whom should we be converted?  What do we become?  To whom do we owe our allegiance?   See Matthew 10:34-39. 

7.) Many people today are searching for a “faith of their own,”—searching for a church with doctrine/teaching/practices that best suit their own personalities/desires/needs.  Is this an appropriate thing to do?  Why/why not?  See Proverbs 16:24-25; Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 3:5-6.

8.) Many Christians find spend years searching for the “perfect” congregation, and become discouraged if they cannot find a congregation that fits all of their needs.  Can you have a strong faith, even if you cannot find a congregation that perfectly meets what you perceive to be all of your needs?    See Revelations 3:1-5.

