Epistles to the Thessalonians: Lesson 9






August 5, 2012

The Coming Apostasy & the Son of Perdition
 (II Thessalonians Chapter 2)
1.) (carried over from last week)  When we sing about and contemplate God’s Judgment, we often think of how good it will feel to hear Him say “well done.” But according to 1:10 and 1:12, the purpose of Christians is to glorify Jesus at the day of Judgment.  How is it that we will glorify Jesus in the day of Judgment?  Will we be glorified as well?  How so?

2.) According to 2:2, why might the Thessalonians have been troubled?  Why might they have come to 

believe this?

3.) Paul clarifies for the Thessalonians that the “day of Christ” has not yet come, and explains that this day would not come until a “falling away” or apostasy comes first.  From other scriptures, what can we learn about Christian apostasy that was predicted to come?  See I Tim 4:1-3; II Peter 2; II. Tim. 4:1-4.

4.) According to 2:11, Paul suggests that God would “send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie.”  Note that the word translated lie is “pseudo.”  Should it be surprising to us if the delusion that many believe has a great semblance to the Truth?  See II. Cor. 11:13-15.  Knowing this, what should be our attitude toward the truth?

5.)  Paul also states that the day of Christ will not come until the “man of sin” or “son of perdition” comes first.   Note that the word translated “perdition” is often translated “destruction” in other passages.  (Philippians 1:28; 3:19).    From 2:2-9, what can we learn about this person?

6.) Many interested in predictions of the end times will attempt to line up the descriptions here with other prophecies in Daniel 7-12, in the book of Revelation, and with descriptions of the Anti-Christ(s), in I John 2:18 &4:3.  Note the difficulty that, when the Bible speaks of the “Day of the Lord” it is describing a day of judgment, but not always the final judgment.  For example, Jesus prophesies of the coming destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 in Matthew 24, and connects these events with some of the prophecies of Daniel (Matt 24:15).  Given everything that is said about this “son of perdition” would you say this is an individual whose coming we still await?  Why, why not? 

7.)    According to 2:10-14, what distinguishes those who will “believe the lie” and be damned, from those who will obtain salvation?

8.) Given the possibility of apostasy and the influence of evil men seeking to turn us from the truth of the Gospel, what should we be doing according to 2:15?  Can you recognize examples of individuals who are seeking to entice us away from this?
