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The Success of the Gospel & Withdrawal from the Idle

(II Thessalonians Chapter 3)
1.) This chapter begins with Paul, Silas and Timothy seeking the prayers of the Thessalonian brethren in behalf of their labors in the gospel.  What two things are hoped for regarding their efforts in the Word?

2.) In 3:3-4, a great confidence is expressed in God’s ability and willingness to aid the Thessalonians so that they will remain faithful.  Is it contradictory that this same God who is working to establish them and guard them from the evil one, would also send “strong delusion” as described in 2:11-12? Why or why not?

3.) In what ways might it be that God was working to establish the Thessalonians and guard them from the evil one?  Does God make similar efforts today on behalf of his saints?  If so, what might those efforts be? 

4.) In verses 6-15, advice is given to the Thessalonians regarding their need to “withdraw” from certain brethren?  Note that, while this command/example was addressed to Christians in a specific city dealing with a specific problem, these instructions are part of a pattern showing how God expects believers to deal with brethren in sin.  See Matt 18:15-17; Romans 16:17; I Cor. 5:1-13; Gal 6:1; Titus 3:10-11; James 5:19-20.  What guiding principles can we learn from these various passages as we address sin within a congregation?

5.) What was the specific sinful behavior being addressed in this passage?  Note that similar problems were also addressed in Paul’s letter to Timothy in I Timothy 5:3-16, and earlier in I Thess. 5:11-12.  Can similar problems exist within the church today?

