Epistles to the Thessalonians: Lesson 8







July 28, 2012

God’s Judgment
 (II Thessalonians Chapter 1)
1.) (carried over from last week)  According to I Thess 5:23-24, how can we be confident that we can live sanctified lives and be blameless in God’s eyes at Judgment?

2.) (carried over from last week)  From I Thess 5:26-27, what should we expect to find among all of our brothers/sisters in Christ?

3.) In II Thessalonians 1:3, Paul notes how “we are bound to thank God always for you,” noting that “it is fitting” that they do so because of their growth in faith and love.  Do we ever fail thank God for blessings where it would be “fitting” to do so, and where we ought to feel “bound” to express that thanks?  Can you think of any particular blessings that we fail to show sufficient thankfulness for?

4.) Paul argues in 1:5, that the persecutions and tribulations of the Thessalonians are evidence of the righteous judgment of God.  How can the suffering of Christians be evidence of God’s righteous judgment—wouldn’t it seem to show the reverse? 

5.) In light of the fact that all Christians are sinners who have been saved by God’s grace, how are we to understand what it means to be “worthy of the Kingdom of God” as Paul describes in 1:5 and “worthy of this calling” in 1:11?  See also Luke 7:6-10; Acts 5:41; Col. 1:9-14; Eph. 3:20-4:6; Revelation 3:1-5.  

6.) Along with his teaching about Heaven in I Thessalonians, Paul also describes the reality of Hell, a place where ungodly will be “punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.”  How should we be compelled by the reality of Hell?  See II. Peter 3; II. Cor. 5:9-11; Jude 1:14-23.

7.) When we sing about and contemplate God’s Judgment, we often think of how good it will feel to hear Him say “well done.” But according to 1:10 and 1:12, the purpose of Christians is to glorify Jesus at the day of Judgment.  How is it that we will glorify Jesus in the day of Judgment?  Will we be glorified as well?  How so?

