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The Behavior of the Lord’s Body
 (I Thessalonians 5:12-28)
1.) In this section, the Thessalonians are given a series of instructions about how they should be behave, especially how they should relate to each other as a church.  What is the primary instruction he gives them in 5:12-13?  Why are we to hold elders in high esteem?

2.) In writing to this young church, Paul understood that not all members would be on the same level of spiritual maturity.  What four instructions does Paul give to address this challenge in 5:14?  To whom  are these instructions given?   How can we do a better job of applying this instruction?  

3.) God recognizes that, even among brethren, there will be times when we behave in an evil way toward one another.  What is the key to insuring that these incidents don’t escalate and cause lasting damage to the Lord’s body? See 5:15.  See also I Peter 3:8-11; Col. 3:8-16.  I Cor. 6:1-7.  Are these instructions limited to our dealings with brethren, or do they also apply when those in the world do us harm?  See  Matt 5:38-44; Romans 12:14-21. 

4.) In 5:16-21, there are six short admonitions given.  Do you see any relationship between verses 16-18, and then verses 19-21?  

5.) Note 5:22’s instruction to “abstain from every form of evil.”  Some translations render it “every appearance of evil.” Thus, the passage is often interpreted to mean that Christians should protect their influence by avoiding any situations/practices that might even appear evil, even if God’s word does not condemn them.  Is this a right understanding of God’s will? See I Peter 2:11-16; James 1:27; Romans 12:2; Phil 4: 14-15; But see Matthew 9:10-12; Matthew 11:18-19; Matt. 7:36-39.   

6.) According to 5:23-24, how can we be confident that we can live sanctified lives and be blameless in God’s eyes at Judgment?

7.) From 5:26-27, what should we expect to find among all of our brothers/sisters in Christ?

