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July 15, 2012
Assurances of the Lord’s Return
 (I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11)
1.) Why does Paul see a need to teach the Thessalonians regarding Christ’s second coming?  See 4:13.

2.) What should be their basis for believing in a resurrection of the dead?  See 4:14.   

3.) When the Spirit reveals that ”God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus?” what does this suggest about the abode of the faithful as they await the resurrection of their bodies?  Acts 1:11; Luke 16:22; Luke 23:43.   

4.) Paul speaks of all believers being “caught up” with Jesus and departed believers “in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”  Why will we meet Jesus “in the clouds?”  See Acts 1:9-11; Luke 21:27; Mark 13:26; Matthew 24:30-31; 

5.) Given the statements that we will meet the Lord “in the clouds,” should our image of Heaven be (as the popular media depicts it) a place where we will live on/among clouds?  See Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30; Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22; II Peter 3:10--13; Revelation 3:12;  21:1—22:5; John 14:1-3. 

6.) In verses 5:1-10, what are we to understand about the timing of the Second Coming, and how should that impact the way we live our lives?

\

7.) The “armor” described here in 5:8 differs from the “armor of God” in Ephesians 6.  Why might faith and love be associated with a breastplate, and the hope of salvation be associated with a helmet?

8.) Ultimately, why has God preserved these descriptions of the Second Coming?  See 4:18 & 5:11.

