Some Principles of Biblical Interpretation
(A Short Study of Sacred Hermeneutics) 

 Lesson 4
How Jesus Used the Old Testament (Concluding section)
   We have said that “ how Jesus used the inspired writings of the Old Testament” is a critical area of concern in this kind of study and it is our intention here to finish off a few remaining points, which we were not able to complete in our last study. (See lesson 3 for the fuller list of points that were made.)

1) When Jesus defended Himself against the charge of blasphemy in John 10, He appealed to His critics to judge Him fairly by taking into  account His actions (cf. John 10:34-36 ).  He also  used a statement made from  Psalm  82:6, a passage obviously not from the writings of the law (which some Jews argued was the only authoritative section of Scripture) and declared,  “the scripture cannot be broken.”  That is, they cannot be set aside, violated or altered.  Their truthfulness was above question.  Although a recognition of genre (type or style of literature—such as works most dominantly historic, poetic, prophetic, apocalyptic, etc.) is important, yet truth was conveyed in all God has revealed and cannot be summarily dismissed.  
2) In keeping with this idea, He used statements of revealed truth outside of the actual body of law given at Mt. Sinai to argue against the permissive standard which prevailed in society and had even taken root among God’s people in regard to what was lawful in regard to divorcing one’s mate (Matthew 19:3-9; cf. Genesis 2:24, see next point….). 

3) In the text in Matthew 19 we also see that the Lord used a logical line of reasoning in drawing a conclusion from Genesis 2 about  God’s intention regarding the union of a man and woman in marriage (Matthew 19:6).  The words of Moses, we realize, did not literally, seem to speak to the matter of one putting away His mate, but by taking what Moses does reveal about this “joining together”  one should see that divorce should not be a normal consideration. He adds that there is basically only one action serious enough to be a reason for putting away one’s spouse. 
4) He accused the Sadducees of not knowing the Scriptures in regard to their position on the “resurrection”,  because they failed to recognize the specific “tense” God used in speaking to Moses (Matthew 22:29-33; cf. Exodus 3:6, 15). 
5) He endorsed the historical accuracy of Old Testament events, treating them as true, actual, events (cf. Matt. 24:37-39; 11:23-24; 12:1-4; and 12:38-40), never attempting to treat them as being allegorical in nature.
6) He showed confidence that the essential truths of God’s word could be understood by careful students (Luke 10:25-28).  

7) He tried to encourage the wayward to “learn” the meaning of critical texts (Matthew 9:11-13; cf. Hosea 6:6 and compare Matthew 12:7-8).

8) He said that all things which had been prophesied had to be fulfilled (cf. Luke 24:25-27; 24:44-46).
The Use of the Old Testament Scriptures by the Apostles and Other Inspired Teachers

 Just as a much lengthier study could be conducted about the way in which Jesus looked at and used the Old Testament Scriptures, so it is naturally the case with the apostles and inspired prophets of the first century. Rather than repeating much of the same kinds of points we have made in regard to Jesus (and could easily capture our attention for the rest of our summer classes) we will intentionally limit our emphasis to certain distinctive points about their appeals to Scripture. Just as some of the things we noted in regard to Jesus’ use of scripture may not have seemed to deal with “interpretive” (or hermeneutical principles) per se, yet they are obviously linked in a very fundamental way. This teacher welcomes any additional points in written response or in class discussion on this important topic.
  The holy apostles and prophets   understood that the fulfillment of  Old  Testament  prophecies  were critical  elements  in establishing the claims of Jesus as the  Messiah and  a wide spectrum of  kingdom truths.  They obviously saw all  divine revelation as interconnected. Their teaching reflected the oft repeated idea, “Within the Old Testament the New Testament is concealed and within the New Testament the Old Testament is revealed.”  They knew all  Scripture centers itself around the grand theme  of God’s determination to have for Himself a special people. This unity of theme and purpose  are among the many powerful “internal evidences” giving us confidence that the Bible is the Word of God.  
   Notice a few of the ways in which the New Testament writers used the Old Testament Scriptures.

1) The gospel writers give an abundance of notations on how some event was in keeping with what had been promised by the prophets. Sometimes, they are quoting Jesus, or some other individual in these instances, but  frequently they are supplying the details as inspired authors of their gospel accounts (cf. Matthew 1:23; 2:1-6; 2:16-18; 3:1-3; 11:7-10; 13:10-15; etc.).
2) Beginning with Pentecost, gospel sermons relied heavily on  Old Testament prophecies in declaring God was fulfilling His plans to save men and proclaiming Jesus as the promised Messiah (cf. Acts 2:16-21;  2:23-28 [notice how Peter reasons with his audience about who the particular points concerning the resurrection could apply to in vv. 29f]. Also notice Acts 3:18-26;  13:32-41;  17:1-3, 10-12, etc.).
3) The Scriptures (seems Paul is referring to the O.T. in particular) could give one godly wisdom that would lead to salvation in Christ (2 Timothy 3:14-15). Godly women were as capable as studying and teaching these things within the family as were men (2 Tim. 3:14f; 1:5).

4) The things written before were written for “our learning” (Romans 15:4) that “we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

5) The inspired writings of ancient Israel’s history were to become examples for us  and were written for our admonition, “upon whom the end of the ages have come” (1 Corinthians 10:1-11).
6) There were many “types,” “patterns” and “shadows” in the law which pointed the way to great and profound truths revealed in the gospel (Much of the book of Hebrews well illustrates this but notice Hebrews 8:1-5;  9:11-15; 9:16-26 and notice Romans 5:12-14; etc.)
7) The writers often reasoned from the Old Testament Scriptures regarding eternal truths and practical matters of godliness such as justification by faith, His concern for men of all nations, the power of prayer, and God’s protection of His people while yet  judging  men for their thoughts, words and actions (cf. Romans 4:1f;  Hebrews 11:1f;  Romans 15:7-13;  Acts 15:13-17;  James 5:13-18;  2 Peter 2:1-10).
Questions:
1. What arguments do you feel can be made in regard to man’s ability to reach logical conclusions based on what God has said or at times has not said?
2. How imperative was the preaching of Old Testament prophets in regard to declaring Jesus to be the Messiah?

3. Why was it necessary to bring out the truth from the Old Testament on God’s desire to bless all nations through the seed of Abraham?

4. Why should God’s displeasure with ancient Israel have been such a powerful point in God’s exhortation of the Corinthians?

5. Why was God’s justification  of Abraham such an important matter for Jews to reflect on?
