Epistles to the Thessalonians: Lesson 3







June 17, 2012
Paul, Silas & Timothy: Selfless Teachers of the Gospel
(I Thessalonians 2:1-13)

1.) Paul and his companions had boldness in God.  What did being “bold in God” allow them to do?  See I Thess. 2:2.

2.) In verses 3-5 of Chapter 2, we have a description of the humble and selfless approach Paul and his companions used as they taught the Thessalonians.  Note that Paul provides this picture “in the negative”--he repeatedly describes what they did not do, and how they did not behave.  Why might Paul have relied upon these contrasts to describe their conduct?  See II Corinthians 2:7 & 10:10; Romans 16:17-18; Col. 2:4-8.

3.) From Chapter 2:7-8, why might Paul and his companions have been so successful in reaching the Thessalonians with their message?

4.) What did Paul teach regarding support for those who labor in the Gospel?  I Cor. 9:3-14; I Timothy 5:17-18.  How did this compare to the instructions of Jesus?  Luke 10:1-9.

5.) Although Paul had the right to rely upon the Thessalonians for his livelihood while he taught them, what did he do instead?  See I Thess 2:9.  What could Paul have been doing to support himself?  See Acts 18:3.  What reasons does Paul give for his decisions to forego support from the people he was teaching?  See I Thess 2:9; II Thess. 3:8.  See also,  I Cor. 9:15-19; 10:32-33; II Corinthians 12:13-14.

6.) In what three “fatherly” ways did Paul and his companions convince the Thessalonians to walk worthy of God?   See 2:11-12.  How are these three forms of teaching distinct and essential to effective Christian teaching?

7.) While Paul, Silas & Timothy’s impeccable and selfless conduct was essential to the church’s founding in Thessalonica, from the Thessalonian’s perspective what was essential to their willingness to receive the Gospel?  See 2:13.

