Epistles to the Thessalonians: Lesson 2







June 10, 2012
The Good Example of the Thessalonians

(I Thessalonians, Ch. 1)

1.) To whom is this letter addressed?  What is the initial message to them in the first two verses?

2.) What three things did Paul, Silas and Timothy remember about the Thessalonians?  Note the similarity to the three abiding Christian virtues identified by Paul in I Cor. 13:3.  

3.) Paul affirms his confident knowledge in their “election by God.”  What evidence is given of their election?   

4.) Note that Paul begins virtually every epistle by reminding the brethren that they are a church only because they have been called out by God.  See Romans 1:7, I Cor. 1:2, Galatians 1:6, Ephesians 1:4, Phil. 1:6; Col. 1:13.    Is this fact still central to our identity as a church today?  If not, why not?

5.) According to verse 6, the Thessalonians received the word “in much affliction.”  What do we know about the nature/cause of this affliction?  See Act 17, I Thess. 2:14, I Thess. 3:7.

6.) How did the lives of the Thessalonians wind up impacting others?  See I Thess 1:6-10.

7.) Before they were Christians, what was the religious background of most of the Thessalonians?  What was different about the worship of God?  See I Thess. 1:9.  Given where they lived, why would the Thessalonians find this change particularly challenging?

8.) After turning from their former lives, to what two things were the Thessalonians devoted?  

