Epistles to the Thessalonians: Lesson 1







June 3, 2012
The Church at Thessalonica
1.) The city was named after Princess Thessaloniki, a daughter of Philip II of Macedon, and half-sister to Alexander-the Great.  Princess Thessaloniki’s husband, King Cassander, named the city after his wife when it was founded in 315 BC.  After Greece fell to Rome, the Romans made Thessalonica the capital city of the Roman province of Macedonia.  What can we surmise about the city from its heritage?

2.) Thessalonica was (and remains) a major Greek city.  Some estimate that Thessalonica had as many as 200,000 people during the First Century.  Consider Thessalonica’s location.  What major ancient roads passed right by Thessalonica?  What other advantage did Thessalonica have in transportation?  As a result of its size and location, what can we surmise about the population of this city?

3.) To whom did Paul initially preach in Thessalonica, and what was his basic message?  See Acts 17:1-3

4.) What do we know about the personal background of the initial converts to Christianity from Thessalonica?  Acts 17:4-5

5.) From Acts 17, what sort of opposition did Paul & Silas meet at they taught the Gospel in Thessalonica?  How would that impact the lives of the first Thessalonian Christians?  See I Thess. 1:6 & 2:14-15 & 3:4.

6.) How long did Paul minister to the new church at Thessalonica, and what efforts did he make to keep building up the church, even after his departure?   See I Thess. 3:1-2 & 3:6.

7.) The Bereans are cited for their diligence, in that they were “more noble-minded than those at Thessalonica, and searched the Scriptures daily to see that they were so.”  See Acts 17:11.  Is Luke finding fault with the Thessalonian church when he makes this comparison?

8.) What oft-mentioned fellow-laborer of Paul’s was a native of Thessalonica?  Acts 19:29, Acts 20:4, Acts 20:7; Col. 4:10; Philemon 1:24.  What other companions of Paul’s may also have lived at Thessalonica?  II Timothy 4:10, Acts 20:4.

9.) Although the majority of Paul’s epistles are written from Paul alone, this letter is addressed to the Thessalonians from Paul, Timothy & Silas.  Why might this have been?

