Some Principles of Biblical Interpretation
(A Short Study of Sacred Hermeneutics) 

 Lesson 2
Review
 Although we do not intend to use the terms “hermeneutics” or “exegesis”  frequently in our lessons  it is good for brethren to be introduced to the terms. “Hermeneutics” is simply a reference to “the science and art of interpreting the Scriptures.”  “Exegesis” refers to a critical explanation or interpretation of a text or portion of a text.
 Charles Lantz noted on exegesis:
       The interpreter of the Bible is  seeking to arrive at a correct understanding of the Biblical text.  …“Exegesis,  
       therefore answers the question, “What did the Biblical author mean? …exegesis is primarily concerned with
       intentionality:  What did the author intend his original  readers to understand?”
The need for “interpretation” of something which has been said or written is due to the possibility of misunderstanding. Some things spoken by the Lord and His inspired apostles and prophets were not understood by many who heard them. Some rejected Jesus as the Messiah as a result and Peter warned of untaught and unstable men who would misuse the Scriptures to their own destruction (cf. 2 Peter 3:14-17).
The Purpose of this Study
  All Christians realize the importance of using God’s Word properly—they are the “words of eternal life” (John 6:67).  We know that  Paul’s words to Timothy have some application for each saint, when he wrote,  “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

  The purpose of this study is to simply note a number of the principles which can help us to correctly use “the word of truth.”
  Although such a study may seem to serve as a natural springboard for a number of other important considerations,  yet,  we are not intending in these lessons to:
· emphasize how one establishes religious authority for what they practice or teach;
· emphasize the religious errors of others due to a faulty “hermeneutic”;
· give  interpretations to a number of difficult or challenging passages which “intrigue” brethren.

  This does not mean that some of our content may not lend itself, in part, to these topics, but we will touch on such matters only as they may help in fulfilling our goals for this study. 
The Need for  a Sincere Heart and Sincere Effort
  God  intended for His revelation to be read and understood by men who were ready and willing to listen to Him (Deuteronomy 29:29;  1 Corinthians 2:12-13;  Deuteronomy 6:1-9;  Psalms 119:104, 130;  Ephesians 3:1-5, 3:8-9;  Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27;  etc.), but  correct understanding  requires the  right kind of heart and  a willingness to apply some diligent effort. 
 Many believe the first psalm was intentionally placed at the beginning of that inspired work because it describes the godly man who will profit most by the book’s content.  He will be one who delights “in the law of the Lord, and in His law meditates day and night”  (Psalm 1:2).  He will be one who asks of God,  “Show me Your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; On you I wait all day” (Psalm 25:4-5 and see  also Psalm 27:4, 11a;  Psalm 19:7-11;  and Psalm 119:33-35, 47-48,  59-60, etc.).  
 Other texts also speak to this proper spirit but  we also find many passages  which highlight those attitudes  that will interfere with one understanding and using God’s word properly.  Paul warned Timothy  about men who would not endure “sound doctrine” and find teachers who would say what they wanted to hear (2 Timothy 4:3,4). This was  not surprising to the young evangelist for he had seen in his work with Paul how that bias, pride, carnal thinking and the acceptance of worldly wisdom and human philosophy could blind the hearts of men.

 Jesus declared that the hearts of a great majority of Jews in the first century were like those in Isaiah’s day—their attitudes made them unable to see and hear what should have been obvious and clear to reasonable men willing to open their hearts (Matthew 13:10-17). Stephen told the council that they were showing the same stiffed-neck spirit which their fathers had shown when the prophets tried to address the truth about their spiritual condition (Acts 7:51-53).
 Sadly, the gospel is going to be “veiled” to a number of men (2 Corinthians 4:3,4), who allow their minds to be blinded. Some of the saddest sentiments in the New Testament are found in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 which tell of those who had not received a love of the truth but will believe a lie and be condemned.
 One sobering thought which should help us to stay on guard is that God has declared that it is possible for men who have once known the truth to fall away so that they cannot be renewed to repentance (Hebrews 6:1-6).

Questions to Consider
1. How is one able to motivate their children to learn God’s law for them (Deuteronomy 6:6f)? Is the same thing basically true for adults?    Is this connected to the idea of meditating on God’s law (cf. Psalm 1:2)?
2. What things are accomplished by the “reading” of Scripture (Nehemiah 8:8; Colossians 4:16; etc.)? 
3. Why were the hearts of some “veiled” in 2 Corinthians 4:3,4?  What does God allow to happen  if one doesn’t have a “love of the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:8f)?
4. What factors do you see as being instrumental in one not being willing to endure “sound doctrine”?
