FOLLOWING GOD’S PATTERN FOR WORSHIPPING HIM

Reconciling Differing Conclusions Regarding Our Observance of the Lord’s Supper 

The next three classes will take a closer look at the following passages:  

· I Corinthians 10:14-22 – Fellowship with Christ

· I Corinthians 11:17-34 – Improper attitudes & conduct

· Acts 20:7, I Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33 – Coming together to break bread

These passages make various references to the Lord’s Supper.  In some cases, the Lord’s Supper is the primary issue being addressed; in other cases, the references are supporting points to a larger issue being addressed.  In any case, it is beneficial for us to take a closer look at these passages to help us better understand the Holy Spirit’s intent so we can make proper application in our worship.  

As part of this study, our discussions will reveal different conclusions regarding our observance of the Lord’s Supper Christians reach based on their understanding of these passages.  Reconciling these differences can be difficult.  However, it is good to discuss such matters because that is one way we help each other grow (Proverbs 27:17).  These discussions may or may not lead to changes in our personal conclusions.  However, at the very least, these discussions should help us all better understand our brothers and sisters’ rationale in reaching their respective conclusions.  
Below are some thought questions for the passages listed above.  These questions focus on the context of these passages and possible applications for us today.
I Corinthians 10:14-22 -- Fellowship with Christ   

· What is the primary point Paul is making to the Corinthians in this passage?
· What relationship is Paul trying to get them to understand?
· Given this context, what was Paul’s primary point(s) regarding his references to the Lord’s Supper?
· Does this passage provide any direct instruction on the observance of the Lord’s Supper?
· Are there any applications to our observance of the Lord’s Supper?  If so, what applications?

· From an individual perspective?
· From a congregational perspective?
I Corinthians 11:17-34 -- Improper Attitudes and Conduct   

· What situation at Corinth was Paul addressing in 11:17-22?
· Given these points, what was the Corinthians’ primary problem Paul was dealing with?
· Given the issues Paul identified in 11:17-22, why would his first point of correction be to remind them of Christ’s institution of the Lord’s Supper in 11:23-26?

· Reflect for a moment on Paul’s points in 11:17-26

· Are there individual responsibilities Paul is reminding the Corinthians in these verses?  If so, what responsibilities?
· Do these verses show a congregational aspect to these responsibilities as well?  If so, how so?
· Given the context of the entire passage, how had the Corinthians been partaking of the Lord’s Supper in an “unworthy manner” and not properly “examining themselves” in preparation for partaking the Lord’s Supper? (11:27-28)
· What is the end result for not properly regarding the Lord’s Supper? (11:29-32)
· What does Paul focus on in his concluding statements in 11:33-34? 
· How do Paul’s points in 11:27-34 tie back to his initial thoughts beginning in 11:17?
· Compare the situation at Annandale to that at Corinth
· Are there any indications that our purpose in the Lord’s Supper is anything other than remembering His death?
· Do we have the same chaotic situation as Corinth regarding not waiting for our brethren?  
· Are we assembled when we observe the Lord’s Supper?
· Do we show the proper respect and unity that we should?
Acts 20:7, I Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33 – Coming together to break bread

· These passages provide examples of 1st century Christians observing the Lord’s Supper when they assembled on the first day of the week

· No example of observance outside of the assembly

· No example of observance on any other day

· What other conclusions can we draw regarding our “coming together” to observe of the Lord’s Supper today?
