Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 12: The Victory of the Church (19:11-20:15)
  God’s judgment on “Babylon” was the subject of Revelation chapters 17 and 18. She is described as “that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth" (17:18),  and said to be “drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (17:6).  We have taken the position shared by the majority of conservative scholars that  the description of “Babylon” must be a reference to the city of Rome.

  Hailey near the end of his discussion on this section, says about this text, that it…  “offers two reasons for the desolation which had come upon this modern Babylon: (1) Her merchants had made the accumulation of wealth and its luxuries their goal in life. In doing this they had provided themselves with incentive to deception and avarice for the harlot’s greatness. (2) And with her sorceries—deceptions—the harlot had caused all the earth to drink of the cup of the wine of her fornication. She had deceived, enticed, and seduced by her magic wiles and influence to bring all under her power. Sweet  [a commentator, ra]  makes a pertinent evaluation of her misuse of influence and wealth when he says, “Babylon has been submerged in her own greatness, for her greatness has been used to bewitch and mislead the world, and not to raise and purify it.”  After using her power, influence, and material wealth to an evil end,  “all nations had learnt to adopt her false standards of life and worship” (p. 241).
  In Revelation 18 we note the surprise and mourning of the world regarding her fall and its finality. As Jenkins reminds us, “The Roman Empire will never again be a world power” (p. 30).  The text of 19:1-10 shows us a scene of heavenly exultation over the fall of “Babylon.”
  In Revelation 19:11—22:20 we come to the last section of the book which discusses the complete and final victory of the church. It begins with a wondrous and powerful picture of Jesus  as a Victorious Warrior who has on His robe and on His thigh a name written which is King of kings and Lord of Lords (19:16).  The armies in heaven are clothed in white and follow Him in battle. John tells his readers:  “19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh” (19:19-21, NKJV).  This surely describes the battle of Armageddon (cf. 16:16).
   In chapter 20 we find a binding of the dragon for 1,000 years (i.e. he is retrained from deceiving the nations into continuing to worship the emperor. The martyrs are described as living and reigning with Christ for a thousand years . This first resurrection is not a physical resurrection but the resurrection of a cause. The souls who were under the altar in chapter 6 now live and reign with Christ.  After the 1,000 years Satan is loosed to deceive the nations and will attempt to bring them in war against God but they can never be victorious against God and His kingdom. This is followed by a scene of the final judgment (20:11-15).
Questions:
1. Why are the multitude praising God in 19:1-3?  What is said about God’s judgments?
2. What do you envision as the “marriage” described in 19:7-8?
3. How did the angel react when John fell at his feet to worship him (19:10)?
4. The language of 19:17-18 is identical in its basic thought to that of Ezekiel 39:17-20. How complete a victory is forecast by such language?  Have these things come to pass?

5.  What do the actions of the angel in 20:1-3 say about God’s rule in regard to Satan?  

6.  Who is pictured as reigning with Christ in 20:4?  What is indicated by the 1,000 years?

7. What seems to be the message conveyed in 20:7-10?   

8. What will be the basis of judgment in 20:11-15?  How does one reconcile the idea of salvation by “grace” with this passage?
