Leadership Lessons from the Proverbs
The world has much to say about leadership.
· There is perhaps no other topic that has attracted more books and articles across genres (business, economics) than the topic of leadership.  A Google search on

· “Leadership” renders about 421,000,000 results

· “Outstanding leadership” renders about 18,300,000 results
· “Leadership blogs” renders 64,600,000 results

· A search for leadership books on Amazon yields 71,500 results.
· “Leadership without Easy Answers”, Ronald Heifetz
· “Leadership Made Easy”, Randall D. Ponder
· “Leadership: It’s Not That Hard”, Lucas Chang
· “Leadership the Hard Way: Why Leadership Can’t Be Taught and How You Can Learn It Anyway”, Dov Frohman and Robert Howard (Warren Bennis Series)
· “Leadership is Dead: How Influence is Reviving It”, Jeremie Kubicek
· “Leadership Alive: Changing Leadership Practices in the Emerging 21st Century Culture”, Christopher P. Meade

· Some famous quotes on leadership:
· Peter Drucker: “Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things.”

· Warren Bennis: “Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.”
· Dwight Eisenhower: “Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do something you want done because he wants to do it.”
· Jim Rohn: “A good objective of leadership is to help those who are doing poorly to do well and to help those who are doing well to do even better.”
· Andrew Carnegie: “No person will make a great business who wants to do it all himself or get all the credit.”
· Harvey S. Firestone: “The secret of my success is a two word answer: Know people.”
· Ray Kroc: “You’re only as good as the people you hire.”
· J. Paul Getty: “The employer generally gets the employees he deserves.”
· Henry A. Kissinger: “The task of the leader is to get his people from where they are to where they have not been.”
· Roy E. Disney: “When your values are clear to you, making decisions becomes easier.”
· Abraham Lincoln: “Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give him power.”
· Thomas Sowell: “People who enjoy meetings should not be in charge of anything.”
1. What are some common themes/qualities of leadership that are found in these and other quotes?
2. Based on these and other common themes/qualities, how would you define “leadership”?
The Bible is the greatest source on leadership
3. What are the qualities of good leadership identified in Proverbs?
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4. What examples from the life of Solomon demonstrated good leadership?

(I Kings 3:4-15; 3:16-28; 8:22-53; 10:6-9; II Chronicles 9:5-8)
5. What other examples of good leadership do we have in scripture and what trait of leadership is most demonstrated in those examples?

6. What are the results given in Proverbs when good leadership is lacking?
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7. What examples of bad leadership do we have in scripture and what specific failure of leadership is identified in each example?

8. “I am not a leader, I am not in charge of anyone, and I have no power/authority – how does any of this apply to me”? (Matthew 5:13-16; Hebrews 10:24-25)
Final Thoughts

· Unfortunately we can often learn more about leadership by finding bad examples and doing the opposite versus finding good examples and repeating the pattern.

· You should never underestimate your ability to influence others for good, and likewise you can never overestimate your ability to do great harm using that same influence in the name of selfishness or hypocrisy.
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