Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 8: War in heaven and the 

Dragon’s Allies (12:1-13:18)

Review
  In chapter 10 we have seen how that John is given a little book to eat which would be sweet as honey in his mouth but would become bitter in his stomach.  The contents of the book were no doubt intended to be seen briefly in what is described in chapter 11, and then more fully in the closing half of the book of Revelation.  In the little book the “mystery of God would be finished” (10:7). The victory of God’s people over their enemies is assured. 

  The scenes in chapter 11 show us the measuring of God’s temple, likely representing the safekeeping of  His people spiritually, no matter what outward sufferings they face (11:1-2). The witnesses  are seen fulfilling their part in carrying out God’s eternal scheme to have a people and even though we see what seems to be a victory achieved by the beast from the bottomless pit yet the witnesses are eventually raised up and ascend to heaven. With the sounding of the seventh trumpet comes the celebration of the 24 elders declaring the defeat of those powers that waged war with God and persecuted His people.
  The first part of the book closes with a vision of the temple of God opened in heaven and His covenant (i.e. the ark of the testament) was seen in His temple. Some suggesting this probably reinforces the truth that God will not forget the covenant with His people.

Part Two of the Book: A Deeper look at the Conflict and Victory
  It is at this point that the book takes us back to show us more fully the significance of the things that have been described.   Robert Harkrider in his excellent commentary on the book of Revelation gives this introduction to the second half of the book:

             It is important at this point that the reader understand the overall structure of the book of

               Revelation.  It is written in a recapitulation pattern. First the outcome is revealed, then scenes

               are repeated to give additional information that explains why a certain result is reached.

               Newspapers often use this form. Headlines reveal the aftermath of events, then the article

               recaps details showing how that end was determined. In order to understand the Revelation,
               one should read it without linking each chapter in a chronological order. Instead, it should be

               read with the understanding that the pageantry recapitulates earlier visions, thereby deepening

               one’s insight.

               For example, the reader could close the Apocalypse after the first eleven chapters and be assured

               of the outcome. The characters have been introduced – the beast versus God’s witnesses. The

               winners have been introduced – Christ and His saints. However, several questions remain

               unanswered.  What are the underlying reasons for this hostility toward the church and the

               persecution of the saints? From whence comes the power motivating the persecutors?  From earth’s

               viewpoint, the conflict is between Rome and the church. But the remaining visions will show that

               behind the scene the struggle actually originates in heaven. The battle is between God and Satan,

               righteousness versus evil.

(2)

              The first eleven chapters of Revelation have announced Christ as the One who controls the destiny 

               of the world. He walks in the midst of the churches, completely aware of their works and their
               struggles. He has the authority to carry out the plan of God revealed in the book sealed with seven

               seals.  When that book is opened, it summarizes God’s dealings with the inhabitants of the earth 

               from the period the gospel was first preached to the time of final judgment. The seventh seal, which

               contains the seven trumpets, recaps in greater detail the workings of God in calling men to

               repentance. These trumpets reveal a series of warnings to unbelievers to repent, for the Lord always

               gives man opportunity to change before He executes judgment.  A little book then appears which

               holds even more imagery about this judgment upon men. A brief summary of that little book is

               given in chapter eleven, but a full explanation of how and why that result is reached is unfolded in

               the last eleven chapters of Revelation.

               A new beginning, one might say, is introduced in 12:1 which explains the magnitude of the heavenly

               conflict.  The seven bowls of wrath are not poured out immediately, as one might expect, when the

               seventh trumpet sounds.  Rather, another interlude occurs to explain who the characters are and
               what the underlying reasons are for the conflict.  Finally, the seven angels pour out the bowls of

               wrath. Thus, the seven bowls, which were contained in the seventh trumpet, recap additional

               information about the wrath of God against the impenitent.

              Through these revelations the reader is made aware of the fact that all of God’s judgments are just

              and righteous.  Faithful saints shall be avenged of their persecutors. The might, dominion, and intent

              of Satan and his agents are terrifyingly real.  But let Christians be encouraged to know that the

              devil’s harassment of the church is not because he is triumphant, but because he is desperate. He

              knows that he has but a short time.  To be sure, martyrs are yet to die for the faith,  but physical

              death means only that they shall enter the paradise of God.  Satan, the beast, the false prophet, and

              all who have the mark of the beast shall be cast into the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.

              (Revelation, Robert Harkrider, pp. 131-133a).
   Also note this shorter note by Farrell Jenkins as he comes to chapter 12:

           In chapters 12-22 we are allowed to look into the deeper spiritual background of the events

             described in chapters 6-11.  Those chapters described the things that would take place upon the

             earth.  These chapters describe the forces at work in a spiritual realm – forces which make

             possible the events.

             It seems also that we are given a fuller understanding of certain of the events….

            The evil forces are described: the dragon, the sea-beast and the earth-beast, and the harlot Babylon.

            The forces of righteousness are presented: the radiant woman, the male child who later is presented

            as the Lamb, the son of man, and the victorious warrior.

            (Studies in the Book of Revelation, Farrell Jenkins, p. 24).

Questions

1. Who can we accurately say is the dragon in 12:3-4 (cf. 12:9)?   Who is the Male Child and who could possibly be identified as the woman?  Is the woman’s identity altered at all in verse 13?
(3)

2. What did the dragon seek to do to the Male Child?  What happens to the Male Child and the woman in 12:5-6?

3. In what action (not described in chapter 12) do we recognize that Satan has been cast down and the kingdom of our God and the power of His Christ has come (12:9,10)?

4. How did the brethren overcome (12:11)?

5. What might the “little time” refer to in 12:12?

6. What hints may the description of the sea beast give us about what it represents in 13:1-2?
7. What was the beast guilty of doing in 13:5-6?

What was he allowed to do (13:7)?

Who would worship him (13:8)?

8. What did the beast from the land cause men to do (13:12)?      What was he able to do in 13:13-14?

9. What was he able to require of all men (13:15-17)?    What was the penalty for those resisting this edict?

10. What possibilities do you see in regard to the number of the beast (666)?
