Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 7: The little book, measuring the temple, witnesses,

 and the third woe  (10:1—11:19)

 With the sounding of the first six trumpets (8:1-9:19) we see what some have called partial judgments which were sadly unsuccessful in bringing sinful men to repentance (9:20-21). These judgments have come as heaven’s response to the suffering and  prayers of the saints and remind us of our Lord’s words  (Luke 18:1-8) where saints are assured of the Lord’s actions in behalf of His people. Although the words of Revelation were written to address specific times of suffering for God’s people (and even tell of specific agents that would be used by Satan), yet we recognize that the book’s message is timeless and offers hope for all Christians in times of difficulty and opposition. The Bible from beginning to end reminds us of God’s on-going care for His people and that no opposition from any source can ever separate them from the “love of God” (Romans 8:31-39). 
  The sixth trumpet (9:12-21), we briefly noticed, speaks of the four angels at the River Euphrates being released and a great army going forth. Notice these points made by Jenkins:

“The Euphrates is the largest, longest and most important river of Western Asia. It is nearly 1800 miles long, and was the boundary of the land promised to Abraham (Gen. 15:18).  The empires of the Assyria and Babylon, the greatest enemies of Israel, lived east of the Euphrates. The prophets often put the Euphrates by metonomy for these countries to designate the place from which the punishment of God would come (Isa. 7:20;  8:7;  Jer. 46:10).”

 He further adds,  “The Parthians, dreaded enemy of Rome, lived east of the Euphrates. Prominent commentators think this may be a reference to the Parthian invasion into Roman territory. Asia would be caught in the middle and suffer from this invasion.”
 As we turn to chapters 10 and 11 we begin with a long interlude (10:1-11:13), in which John is told he must prophesy again even though it will be “bitter” for him to do so (compare Ezekiel 2:8f).  

 John is then given a rod and instructed to “measure the temple of God”  but to leave out the court which is outside the temple (11:1f).   God’s people comprise a “holy temple” (cf. Eph. 2:21; 1 Pet. 2:5; etc.), representing God’s habitation among men.  Some feel this indicates God’s protection of the inner or spiritual life of His people while physically they are still subject to physical harm. Another possibility is that the “outer court” represents those unfaithful in the church, such as Jezebel and others referred to in the letters to the churches.
 Two witnesses, who serve God, are seen who prophesy, work miracles and defeat enemies. They are killed, but later raised and taken up into heaven (11:3-13).  It is thought that perhaps they are based on Moses and Elijah because of the striking similarities which can be seen within their ministries. It is most critical is to note their work of “witnessing” to the world. The preaching of the gospel was accompanied by  God’s powerful testimony.  Almost all of the apostles, we recall, would be put to death by those who serve wickedness, but the cause of truth would finally be victorious.
  As we read of the sounding of the seventh trumpet we see what seems to represent the complete defeat of those powers that had persecuted God’s people (11:14-19) and hear the celebration song of the 24 elders before the throne.  The second part of the book will look more closely at the spiritual forces behind those things we saw occurring on the earth in chapters 6-11.
Questions:
1. What mystery of God had Paul referred to in Romans 16:25-26 and Ephesians 3:3-7?  What does the word “mystery” mean and does Paul say that mystery had been “made known” or “revealed”?    What mystery do you think is being referred to 10:7?
2. Why would the contents of the book seem sweet at first to John but then become bitter in his stomach?  What does this say about God’s attitude toward men?

3. What things do you recall from the lives of Moses and Elijah which may cause some to relate them to the witnesses in 11:3?   What would happen to them after they had finished their testimony?   What ultimately was going to be the end of these witnesses?
4. What is announced about the kingdoms of this world in 11:15?  What does this seem to signify?       What do the elders say has come in 11:18?
