Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 6: The Seven Trumpets (8:1—9:21)

 When the sixth seal was opened (6:12f) men cried out for the mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide them “from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come” (6:16-17). They further asked, “and who is able to stand?”  What one will ultimately learn in the book of Revelation is that none of the wicked who refuse to repent will be able to stand (cf. 9:20-21). However, the saints of God who persevere can look forward to God’s eternal fellowship (7:13-17).

 Following the scene showing those who have come out of the great tribulation and abide in God’s presence (7:9-17) the writer begins to  move to a new series of visions. (We should understand that  the trumpets will not  be a continuation of the seals.)   The reader is now anxious to see what actions will be taken by God in judgment upon those who have persecuted and even slain His people on the earth.
  The opening of the seventh seal helps us to appreciate the significance of the prayers of the saints in soliciting God’s righteous response. The prayers mentioned in 8:3-4 are most likely not a reference to those crying out under the altar in 6:9 but to the prayers of all Christians appealing to God for help.   
1. What happens prior to the opening of the seventh seal in 8:1?  What do you think this may signify?

2. What altar seems to be referenced in 8:3?  (Notice Exodus 30:1f)
3. What does the angel do with the censer in 8:5?  What then follows?

The Significance of Trumpets in Israel’s History  
 We remember that Moses was instructed to make two trumpets of silver that were used to call the people on special occasions (Numbers 10:1f).  Later trumpets were used to sound an alarm to approaching danger and judgments that were coming (Amos 3:6; Joel 2:1). Notice the insightful language of Ezekiel 33:3 where the duties of a watchman are referred to:  “If, when he sees the sword come upon the land, he blows the trumpet and warns the people, then whosoever hears the sound of the trumpet, and heeds not the warning, if the sword come, and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head.”
  Ferrell Jenkins also reminds us that “  There are similarities between the trumpets and the plagues of Egypt (for Trumpet 1, Ex. 9:24;  Trumpet 2, Ex. 7:14-25;  Trumpet 4, Ex. 10:21-29;  Trumpet 5, Ex. 10:1-20).  The plagues and the trumpets cause the realm of nature and mankind to be affected”  (Jenkins, Studies in the Book of Revelation, p. 21).

 These seven trumpets in Revelation then seem to symbolize partial judgments upon the wicked, “serving as warnings of greater judgments that will come” (Hailey, Commentary on Revelation, p. 218.)

4. What happened with the blowing of each of the first four trumpets?    What basic impressions do you think  readers are suppose to come away with from the scenes described?
 The final three trumpet blasts are also referred to in the text as “woes”  that will effect the inhabitants of the earth.   The first “woe” (9:1-12) introduces the destructive work of one who is described as a star that falls from the sky to the earth. Who does this describe?  
5.  What names are given here to this fallen angel in 9:11 who reigns as king of the Abyss and what do those names mean?
6. Who were these figurative “locusts”  allowed to harm (9:4)?  What were they not allowed to do (9:5)?   
7. What happens when the sixth trumpet is sounded?

8.  What do you think could be possible explanations of the events that occur with the sounding of the fifth and sixth trumpets?
