                                                                                                                    Second Corinthians
                                                               Lesson 6—5:1—5:21
Review 
 Though the apostles were but “earthen vessels” Paul could speak of  the resiliency that God gave them in their service to Christ (4:7f).  Those who understood this calling never entertained any false notions about what true commitment to Jesus involved.  They did not hold to any false dreams of earthly grandeur or fame.  Even as their Master had willingly given up His physical life in behalf of those He came to redeem so His servants could do no less.  Jesus had taught His apostles that  “a disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Matthew 10:24).  Whatever had befallen the Master, the servant could also expect.  Paul was thankful to be allowed such a privilege. He rejoiced in the opportunities given to him to be “poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service” of those he had labored among (Phil. 2:17; cf. 2 Tim. 4:6). The apostle could assure the Corinthians that all that he had experienced was for their sakes (2 Corinthians 4:15).  The ultimate expectation of these individuals was knowing “that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise [them,ra]… up with Jesus” (4:14). They were able to look at the “things which are not seen”, the things which are eternal (4:18).

Overview of text 

 The thoughts found at the end of chapter four are obviously continued in chapter five as Paul speaks of the natural longing the faithful Christians has for the new house or tabernacle that awaits them after the resurrection (5:1-8).  These opening verses and those that follow also help us to know the motive which Paul and his co-workers shared in their labor.  The goal of all faithful Christians should be to please God in every sense (5:9), and knowing that God will call each of us to a time of accounting makes the preaching of the gospel an urgent cry for men to be “reconciled to God” (5:20).  We must also note that Paul’s words  in this section encompass much more than what he had become in Christ’s service. There is a powerful appeal made to these Corinthians to understand that since Christ died for all,  “those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them” (5:15). We who have become “the righteousness of God in Him” (5:21), should demonstrate we have become a “new creation” (5:17).
Questions

1. What is it that causes this earthly house (our physical bodies) to be destroyed (perish)?  Why should the Christian not become alarmed or fight against the consequences of aging and declining health?  Does this mean it is wrong to pursue good health as long as we can? What things do you think should be part of the Christian’s prayer as he grows older?

2. How do you understand this idea of “groaning” in 5:2-4?  Do you see this as related to the thoughts found in Romans 8:23?   What do you think are some possible meanings of Paul saying that the “Spirit” has been given to us as a guarantee of this prospect (5:5)?
3. What is understood while we are in the body (5:6)?  What would the Christian prefer if it would not hinder the purposes of our present condition (5:8)?   Is this in any way different from Paul’s idea in Philippians 1:21-24?

4. What “terror of the Lord” does Paul refer to in 5:11?   How does the premise for one’s judgment  (5:10) factor into the idea of being saved by grace and not by our works?
5. What do you see as the meaning of Paul’s phrase, “if One died for all, then all died;”? Do you see this being virtually the same as explained in Romans 6:5-11?   

6. In what sense did men need to be reconciled to God (5:18-20)?  What made reconciliation necessary?   What is implied by the fact that the apostles had to plead with men in regard to this matter?

7. What verses in Isaiah 53 seem so completely suited to the thoughts in 5:21?






