                                                                                                                                 Second Corinthians
                                                                       Lesson 5 -  4:7-5:8
Review
  It is not hard to conclude from 2 Corinthians 3:6-15, that the false teachers who were challenging Paul’s authority as an apostle were Jewish, (cf. 11:22), and were teaching that elements of the Old Covenant were still in force.  Paul has boldly declared that the first covenant engraved on  stone was a ministry of death ( 3:7 ), whereas the ministry of the Spirit gave life. The apostle writes that for many Jews there is still a “veil” that lies over their hearts as they refused to believe the testimony about Jesus (3:14; also note 4:3-4).  In  contrast, Paul could speak of those who are able to look directly at the Lord’s glory and  be transformed  by what they see (3:17-18; cf. 4:6).
  We have noted how the apostle had  drawn a distinction between some teachers who peddled the word of God and the apostles (2:17). In chapter four he further asserts “…we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word deceitfully, but by the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God” (4:2).  As one reads through the text they will see Paul reasoning with the Corinthians about the character of the men God used as His spokesmen as well as their message. Those entrusted with the truth preached Christ and they understood their place as bondservants, both to God and to His people (4:5).
Overview of text  
  Believers cannot help but marvel at how “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1:25). This truth was  prominently illustrated in the death of Jesus upon the cross but it is also reflected in those chosen by God to herald the message of His Son to the world.  There could not possibly be any mortal men of any rank or quality who were worthy to be proclaim such glorious tidings, but those appointed to serve as apostles would certainly  have been unimpressive by worldly standards.  But God entrusted the remarkable gospel of His Son to mere men so that the “excellence of the power may be of God” and not of men (4:7).  

  In the well-framed verses that follow (4:8-11) Paul addresses both the  difficult realities cast upon those chosen by God, as well as the enduring strength provided by that One who had made them “sufficient” (3:5-6), and in whom they trusted (3:4).  It is doubtful that the teachers who troubled the Corinthians would have described their  supposed ministry in such words.

  In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians he spends considerable time re-establishing the cardinal doctrine of the resurrection (cf. 1 Corinthians 15). In this letter he uses a  wonderful imagery to elaborate further on that great hope (4:14—5:6).

Questions

1. What does Paul mean about  he and the apostles being “earthen vessels” (4:7)? What does this demonstrate about their message?
2. What were the common experiences of these teachers? And, yet what could be said despite these difficulties?  What do you think is the point which the apostle is trying to convey to the Corinthians?
3.  What does Paul say was the basis of their preaching (4:13)?  What could Paul say was the confidence he had for himself and the brethren (4:!4)?

4. Who were the  beneficiaries of the work done by Paul and the other apostles and co-workers (4:15)?    What Should their labor produce before God?

5. What should men know even though their physical bodies are failing (4:16)?   What could Paul confidently say about this “light affliction” which he refers to?   Are Christians today able to make a similar statement?

6. In what sense do men “groan” in this body (5:2)?   What important does Paul make in 2 Corinthians 5:7 and what all is intended by Paul’s statement?  What would a Christian prefer for himself (5:8)?

