
                                                                                    Second Corinthians    
                                                                                      Lesson 4 -  3:1-4:6  
Review 
· We have pointed out in our first three lessons that sometime during the later part of Paul’s great work in Ephesus, Judaizing teachers had come to Corinth disputing Paul’s claim to be a true apostle of Jesus Christ and taking that honor to themselves.  It seems fair to suggest that Paul’s primary objective in writing the book of Second Corinthians was to defend his apostleship and warn the brethren about these “false apostles”  (2 Corinthians 11:13).  As a part of doing this, he describes what we should expect to see in  faithful ministry (service).
An Overview of the Text (3:1-4:6)
 Paul’s language at the beginning of chapter three suggests that the teachers who had come to Corinth may have brought some kind of written recommendations with them (3:1-3) to try and help persuade the brethren of their authority.  It should have seemed ridiculous that some of the brethren were now wondering where Paul’s recommendations were, for there were far more powerful “letters of recommendation” that were certain evidence of his claim to be an apostle.

  Paul did not see his service as anything to personally boast about but acknowledged that God had made them adequate to serve Him in the giving of a “new covenant”.    He and the other true apostles were ministers of a covenant, not “engraved on stone”, and which brought death; but of the Spirit, which gave life.   
  This was not to say that the covenant given through Moses was not glorious, but it was not to be compared with that one given through God’s Son.  The former covenant was temporary and only brought condemnation but yet these false teachers took great pride in their physical relationship to Abraham (2 Corinthians 11:22).

  One cannot help but begin to notice the assertions he intends about the motives and character of these men as compared to those entrusted with the truth.  He has declared that he and his fellow laborers “are not, as so many, peddling the word of God” (2:17).  We will see in chapter four that the heart of their message was Jesus and not themselves (4:5).
Questions

1. What did Paul say was the critical letter of recommendation which he could point to about his identity (3:2)?  What was this letter written with?   How were these Christians a letter to all men? Should the same be true of men today?
(2)
2. How was God able to make the “apostles” adequate for such a great work (3:6)?  Does God make men adequate today to work in His kingdom?  Is the process any different?
3. What comparisons does Paul make between the Old Covenant and the New in this section?  What does this seem to indicate about what the “false teachers” were saying?   What other N.T. churches were troubled by these same kind of teachers?
4.  Why would the first covenant be described as one of condemnation?   How could such a covenant still be regarded as having glory?     
5. Why is the illustration of the veil which Moses wore well suited to the situation that Paul speaks of (3:13-15)?   Could this still be true of the attitude of people today who are not Jews?   What is the unfortunate end of those who do not see Jesus as they should (4:3)?  Who may be said to have blinded the eyes of men who are unable to see the truth (4:5)?  
6. What do you think is the meaning of 3:15?  What changes are possible when one looks intently at the image of the Lord (3:18)?   
7. What particular “mercy” do you think that Paul has in mind in 4:1?     What was not true of their work according to 4:2?  What do you think is being implied in the context of this letter?  What was the heart of the message preached by “true” ministers (4:5)?   What did they not preach?  How could men be guilty of preaching “themselves”?                         
