   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 13—May 29, 2011

    Hebrews 13:1-25
Review and Introduction
  The author’s appeal to the Hebrew Christians to remain steadfast in faith seems masterful in every way.  In a relatively short discussion he has placed the magnificence of the person and work of Jesus before them as the major incentive for enduring the difficulties and challenges they were facing. He has clearly shown how the Christian system was vastly superior to that given through Moses and urged them not to overlook the consequences of failing to listen to Him who speaks to them from heaven.
  The final chapter of the book contains a short exhortation to show diligence to various duties we have as Christians especially high-lighting our treatment of other individuals.  The words of the chapter offer great encouragement and hope as we are reminded that God has assured us, “ ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what men may do to me..’”(13:5-6).  And thus writer boldly urges the saints,  “Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come” (13:13-14).
  While Christians in our country today do not face the circumstances which the original recipients of this letter faced, yet the danger of a weakening faith and the challenges presented by those who do not share our faith are an on-going reality for Christians of all generations. We can only survive the daily efforts of Satan to separate us from God by clinging all the more tightly to Him who became One with us in order to lead us in triumph (2:14-15).
Hebrews 13:1-25
1. The writer has urged these Christians to “let brotherly love continue”(13:1).  What is one way in which these Christians should show this love (3:13; 10:24,25)?  Do you think that the author wants these Christians to suppose they could possibly be entertaining angels in their demonstration of hospitality?

2. What prisoners do you think that the Hebrew writer particularly has in mind (13:3)? What had he formerly said along these lines (10:33,34) and what was very possibly Timothy’s situation in 13:23?

(2)
3. What possible meanings are there to the writer’s words in 13:7 and 13:17?  How can we apply these words today whatever the writer’s original meaning was?

4. What all does the writer seem to be addressing in  13:9-14?   What seems to be the idea of one’s going outside of the camp (cf. Leviticus 16:6-10)?   What is he urging Christians not to do when he speaks of “bearing His reproach”?
5. What sacrifices does he refer to that Christians should make (13:15-16)?  Does this seem to be in keeping with Romans 12:1?

6. What responsibilities do we have toward those who watch in behalf of our souls (13:17)?

7. What does he ask his readers to pray for in his behalf?  What may be the situation with the author?

8. What does he want in behalf of the brethren (13:20-21)?  What appeal does he make of them which we’ve frequently mentioned in 13:22?   What greetings does he mention (13:24)?
