   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 11, May 15 2011

    Hebrews  11:1-40
Review and Introduction
  The primary danger which the Hebrew Christians faced was a failure of faith. The writer had urged them “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God” (3:12), and reminded them that although the gospel  was preached to the wilderness generation,  it did not profit them “not being mixed with faith in those who heard it” (4:2). The writer closes his admonitions in chapter 10 by saying, “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; and if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.”  He then urges them, “But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul” (10:37-39).
  The author’s great discourse in chapter 11 holds up to their remembrance the idea that faith was the principle factor in the lives of the forefathers which gave them the ability to do all of the wondrous things in God’s service which their history had recorded. The list of men and women which showed such profound belief was long enough that the author could later refer to them as a “great cloud of witnesses” (12:1).  The treatise in this text still inspires God’s people to recognize what they may accomplish and overcome through their faith.
  The Old Testament prophet Habakkuk had been quoted by the author in 10:37-38 even as the apostle Paul references the same thought in Romans 1:17.  Jewish Christians should have realized in this letter the great connection between the two covenants and the fact that God has always held out His arms to those who believe and trust in Him.
Hebrews 11:1-40
1. How is faith described and what does that mean in your own words?  What crucial issue does he point to a matter of belief (11:3)?  Why do you think he chose this particular example?
2. Why would the example of Abel’s faith have special significance in this discussion? What did it testify of Abel?    

(2)
3. What must those who come to God believe (11:6)?  

4. What is implied about the incredible faith of Noah?  What was the final effect of his faith?

5. What was the basis for Sarah being able to receive strength and bear a child in old age? What was the end result of the faith of Abraham and Sarah?

6. What wondrous things are we told about their faith (11:13-16)?   In what great test did Abraham show his trust in God?
7. Does it seem unusual that the faith of the parents of Moses should be mentioned?  Is there any lesson here for us to give special thought to?

8. How should the example of Moses in 11:24-27a have been especially meaningful to these particular saints (cf. 10:32f)?

9. What happened to so many others because of their faith and what did their continuing faith provide  (11:34-39)?

10. What did the writer want these saints to recognize in his summary in 11:39-40?
