Esther Class: Lesson 9






             May 25, 2011
Esther Chapters 9 & 10
Plot Summary:  The king authorizes Mordecai to send letters in the king’s name to all the Jews in the kingdom, commanding them to resist their enemies on the appointed day.  These measures caused great joy among the Jews throughout the kingdom.  On the day appointed by the edicts, the Jews assemble throughout the kingdom to resist those who sought their destruction.  Supported by the royal officials, they defeat their enemies.  At the queen’s request, the king allows the Jews in Susa to fight against their enemies on the following day also.  The observance by the Jews of the day of resting that follows as the festival of Purim was then instituted by Esther and Mordecai.
Discussion Questions

1. How do the Jews react to the second edict?  Compare 3:15 with 8:15 and 4:3 with 8:16-17.  How do the other people react to the Jews?  What is the “fear of the Jews” mentioned in verse 17?
2. What had the Jews’ enemies hoped to achieve on the appointed day?  Why could no one withstand the Jews?  Who helped them, and why?

3. What right did the king grant to the Jews?  What did the Jews do to their enemies?  What didn’t they do?
4. Haman would have annihilated the Jews, but the Jews refused to kill the women and children of their enemies and take their spoil.  What virtue does this demonstrate?  How can we resist the temptation to retaliate?
5. How does the king react to the Jews conquest of their enemies?  What does he ask of Esther?  How does she respond?
6. What rest did the Jews enjoy on the 14th/15th day?  For what reason did the Jews remember Purim?  Why might the author have supplied the great detail as to how Purim was instituted?
7. What potential links are there between Esther 9 and 1 Samuel 15?  What similarities and contrasts do we see between these two accounts?

8. How do the following verses express a similar sentiment to the Jewish feast of Purim: Romans 7:24-25; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; 1 Peter 1:3-5?

9. What are some of the “coincidences” in Esther that illustrate the working of God’s providence?  What should our attitude be towards God’s sovereignty?  (see Psalm 25:4-5; Psalm 144:3; Isaiah 33:22)
10. How do Esther and Mordecai illustrate traits necessary for us to serve God?  (see Psalm 9:9-10; Proverbs 29:25; Jeremiah 17:7-8; Romans 1:17; Hebrews 11:6)

