   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 8—April 24, 2011

    Hebrews 8:1-13
Review and Introduction
  We have seen how that the author of Hebrews has carefully described how the  Christ met the qualifications which are  necessary  for one to serve as a High Priest (5:1-11) and then elaborates in chapter seven on how the office  given to Jesus was  far superior to that occupied by the high priests  under the law.   This appointment, he argues, could only come into effect  by an “annulling”  of the former commandment ( 7:18, NKJV).  

  The “law” given to Israel had served a useful purpose in God’s great scheme but  it “made nothing perfect”  (7:19), and  was replaced (as God had always intended)  by a “better covenant” (7:22),  to which there was attached a “better hope” (7:19).  
  The wondrous nature of the better and unchangeable priesthood of Jesus (7:24) was demonstrated by the vastly superior sacrifice which He  offered up “once for all” (7:27). Only this Priest was able to “save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him” (7:25).

  The Jewish Christians who received this letter should have been able to see in a special way how the work (ministry) and office of Jesus  had been prescribed by the types and shadows which were provided under the law, and they should have also been able to recognize that with the giving of a new covenant, the first became obsolete and was vanishing away (8:13). 

Hebrews 8:1-13
  The phrase,  “such a high priest” is found both in 7:26 and again in 8:1 and thus further extends the author’s discussion of Jesus as the One Perfect Priest by noting another feature of His ministry.  Before discussing more fully the significant distinction between the work of the high priests under the law and that performed by Jesus in bringing His sacrifice (chapter 9), the writer speaks to the need for this better covenant.
1. How often was the high priest under the law permitted to come into the holy of holies? What did this indicate?   Where is our High Priest (8:1)?

2. What does the author say about the sanctuary and tabernacle where Jesus serves (8:2)?

(2)
3. What were high priests appointed to do under the law (8:3)?  What then must be true if Jesus is a High Priest?   Why was He not allowed to serve as a high priest on earth? But what must be understood about those things which were under the law (8:5)?
4. On what basis does the author suggest that Jesus has obtained a “more excellent ministry” (8:6)?   What does the giving of another covenant indicate about the first (8:7-8)?

5. What had been true of Israel’s response to the first covenant?   What do you think is meant in 8:10-11:  “I will put my laws in their mind and write them on their hearts….None of them shall teach their neighbor…  ‘Know the Lord’ for all shall know Me”?
6. What wonderful blessing is now very different under this covenant (8:12)?  How do we reconcile this thought with passages like Psalm 51:2 and Psalm 103:3?

7. With the institution of a new covenant, what must be true of the old (8:13)?
