   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 2 –March 13, 2011 

    Hebrews 2:4-18

Introduction
 The book of Hebrews was written as a “word of exhortation” to its readers to encourage them to not to abandon their faith and most specifically, forfeit their hope in Jesus Christ (13:22; 3:12-14).  Plain language and powerful images are used to deeply impress the brethren with the consequences of such an apostasy (6:4-8; 10:26-31; etc.).  The author’s appeal is skillfully woven within a wondrous discourse of the person and work of Jesus Christ as he demonstrates how that Christianity is far superior to Judaism.

 A good portion of the writer’s opening discourse described how that the Son is better than the angels, yet, we find in chapter two that the Son  was made “a little lower than the angels” to accomplish God’s great plan.  The humanity of Jesus has always been a difficult idea for many to accept yet the Hebrew letter gives the fullest explanation of its necessity of any New Testament text.

Hebrews 2:4-18
 The  writer  launches into the purpose of the incarnation of God’s Son by appealing to a passage (Psalm 8:4-6) which spoke to two great truths, i.e. God granting mankind dominion over the world He had created  (notice Genesis 1:26-28),  and the eventual elevation of the Christ over all things.  Although there are various opinions about what is intended as “the world to come” (2:5),  this teacher prefers to simply accept it as the future of mankind and all things created as the result of the Messiah’s coming.  It is the elevation of this humble Man of Galilee to a position of the greatest prominence and glory which the author intends for his readers to grasp.
1. What do you think was most on the Psalmist’s mind as he penned Psalm 8:3-8?   In what sense do you see man exercising the dominion which is described?  In what ways do you think that modern man has  diminished this high position God intended for man?

2. Do you think its problematic that a passage can have more than one proper meaning? How can one know for certain that a passage has a messianic meaning as well as a simpler, more contemporary meaning for its immediate audience?
(2)
3. What are some possible meanings of the writer saying, “But now we do not yet see all things put under him” (2:8)?

4. What is the simple explanation given for why Jesus was made a “little lower than the angels” (2:9).

5. What did God intend to do according to 2:10 and what was necessary in accomplishing that?

6. How is it that “He who sanctifies” and those “who are being sanctified” are all one (2:11)?  What relationship does this enable?

7. How does the writer explain the purpose of Jesus becoming a man in 2:14?

8. What did this accomplish in regard to man (2:15)?

9. What does His incarnation further allow (17-18)?   
