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What Does the Bible Say About . . . The Purpose of the Church
1.) According to the Scriptures, what is the purpose(s) of the Church as we labor together while here on Earth? 
2.) Many American Christian churches have enthusiastically embraced a theological movement called the “Social Gospel Movement” that arose in the early 1900’s.  This Movement stressed that churches should devote themselves to achieving “social justice” on the Earth—by relieving poverty and suffering, eliminate various social injustices and inequities, and the curbing the impacts of sinful behavior within American society.  Is this an appropriate aim for the church?  What passages of Scripture suggest that it would or would not be appropriate?     

3.) More recently, many American churches have begun to devote their time and resources to the operation of campuses and programs intended to provide recreation, wholesome activities, and a greater “fellowship” among the members of their church as they eat, play sports, watch movies, and pursue other fun activities.  Some churches also stress these activities as important tools to draw the lost into their congregations.  Is this an appropriate aim for the church?  What passages of Scripture suggest that these efforts would or would not be appropriate?

4.) As we discuss appropriate use of the church’s time an energy, some make a distinction between what activities it might be appropriate for an individual Christian (or Christians) to pursue, versus what activities the Church should pursue together.  Is this a distinction that the Scriptures call us to make and maintain?      
