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SUMMARY
As Paul continues defending his apostolic authority, he finds it necessary to engage in "a little folly."  He does so out of concern for their faithfulness to Christ and his fear that others may have corrupted their minds from the simplicity that is in Christ (1-4).  He also finds himself having to explain why he did not accept support from them.  Evidently this was the basis for charges against him by those who considered themselves "the most eminent apostles".  But Paul, who had good reasons for not accepting their support, recognizes these detractors as they really were:  "false apostles" and "deceitful workers" (5-15).

While not desiring to act foolishly, he finds it necessary since it seems that the Corinthians are so willing to accept those who do (16-21).  With some foolish boldness, then, Paul claims equal footing with his detractors as it pertains to physical heritage.  But when it comes to service as a minister of Christ, he far surpasses them as is evident in the things he suffered.  After listing many examples of suffering, he concludes that if he must boast it will be in the things which concern his infirmity, giving his escape from Damascus as an illustration (22-33).

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER
1) How did Paul desire to present the Corinthians to Christ? (2)
2) What was Paul fearful of concerning the Corinthians? (3)
3) What were they seemingly willing to put up with? (4)
4) In what area did Paul concede that he was untrained?  In what area was this not so? (6)
5) What practice of Paul evidently was used as a charge against him? (7)
6) While at Corinth, from whom did Paul receive support? (8-9)
7) Why would Paul continue the practice of not accepting support from the Corinthians? (12)
8) How does Paul describe these opponents of his? (13)
9) How does Satan often transform himself?  And his ministers? (14-15)
10) How did Paul view the confidence of boasting? (17)
11) Then why does Paul engage in such boasting? (18-19)
12) In what three ways was Paul equal to his opponents with regards to his physical heritage? (22)
13) List five things endured by Paul as a minister of Christ (24-25)
14) If Paul must boast, in what would he boast? (30)
15) What event does he relate as an example of his infirmity? (31-33)
