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What Does the Bible Say About The Nature of Heaven and Hell?
First, one carryover question from last week’s class on unity…
1.) Although Christians within “churches of Christ” claim to stress the importance of Christian Unity and the idea that there is only one church, if we look honestly at ourselves, we must admit an unfortunate amount of division among our congregations.  Are we practicing what we preach when it comes to Christian unity?  Are there passages of Scripture that we need to study and emphasize more to be the united body of believers God desires?

2.) Some believe that the unsaved simply cease to exist at death (annihilation).  Does the Bible teach this, or does the Bible teach that the unsaved will continue to exist in Hell?  What does the Bible say about the nature of Hell?

3.) Is Hell, according to the Bible, an eternal dwelling place for the unsaved, or a place of temporary punishment before the unsaved person is allowed to enter Heaven?

4.) According to polling by the Gallup firm, 81% of Americans believes in Heaven, while 70% believe in Hell.  Among those who attend church “nearly weekly” 89% believe in Heaven, while 74% believe in Hell.     What might explain belief among Christians that Heaven is real, but Hell is not?  Among the believers in Heaven/Hell, 77% assessed themselves as having a “good” chance of going to Heaven, while only 6% assessed themselves as having a “good” chance of going to Hell. According to Scripture, is it likely that these survey recipients have an accurate understanding of their state in God’s eyes?

5.) Concerning Heaven, what do we know about its nature?  Is it real and eternal?

6.) Are the popular images of ghostly, winged, angelic, spiritual beings floating on clouds an accurate depiction of what Heaven will be like?  How do the Scriptures describe Heaven and the nature of our bodies in Heaven? 

